90 Days of Summer
http://www.setp.net/summer/90days.html.

Data Management

Every computer you use has a different set of favorite web sites bookmarked and you can never find what you are looking for! Explore the use of a bookmark manager for storing and sharing your bookmarks. To review the many tools and services, start here:

http://dmoz.org/Computers/Internet/On_the_Web/Web_Applications/Bookmark_Managers/
Just for Kids

SparkTop http://www.sparktop.org
 is a web site spon​sored by the Schwab Learning Foundation as a gathering place for students with learning differences to create, talk with others, play games, and discover new ways to be successful. 

Product Exploration: BookBox

Do you work with students that struggle in read​ing? Explore BookBox http://www.bookbox.com/
 a web-based jukebox of digital books. Select stories in one of 18 languages and experi​ence the book with synchronized text, audio, and visuals.

Make and Take 

Casa Notes http://casanotes.4teachers.org/
 features a variety of templates that teachers use to create 12 types of notes to send to parents (thank you, field trip permission form, etc.). Create and print notes within minutes. Notes may be printed in English or Spanish.

content, reading level, and curriculum standard. An essential tool for anyone involved in differentiated instruction or curricu​lum modifications.

Capacity Building

Visit Closing the Gap http://www.closingthegap.com/
 and sign up for a free trial subscription to Solu​tions. Explore the online database of assistive technology products and access past issues of articles that appeared in the Closing the Gap newspaper.

Productivity: PowerPoint

Take some time to today to brush up your skills in PowerPoint or a similar presentation software pro​gram. Visit the following tutorial and see if you can pick up a tip or two http://www.2learn.ca/teacher​tools/multimedia/multimediatools.html
.

Make and Take 

TrackStar (http://trackstar.4teachers.org
) is a free service that allows teachers and students to make Tracks (specialized web pages). Enter a topic of interest and explore the Tracks that other teachers and students have developed. After you get a feel for how TrackStar can be used, consider making a Track to use next Fall. Once you have gathered the links for your Track, the TrackStar wizard will allow you to make your own Track , with no programming experience required, in less than 30 minutes.

Resources for Parents 

Spend a few minutes today gathering resources for parents to answer questions they may have about assistive technology. Some useful places to begin exploring include: The Family Center on Technology and Disability (http://www.fctd.info/
), Family Village (http://www.familyvillage.wisc.edu/
), and the Alliance for Technology Access (http://www.ataccess.org/
Remediation vs. Compensation

How do we know when a child is unable to complete a task and is in need of assistive technology? Ex​plore a question so deeply embedded in the assistive technology consideration process it is seldom asked (http://www.connsensebulletin.com/edyburnv4n3.html
Special Education Technology Journals

A series of studies about the special education technology literature discovered that the field has a core group of journals. Take a look at the core journals of our profession and consider a subscription to these essential resources: Journal of Special Education Technology (http://jset.unlv.edu
 Assistive Technology Outcomes and Benefits (http://www.atia.org/atob/ATOBWeb/index.htm
 Closing the Gap (http://www.closingthegap.com
 and Special Education Technology Practice (http://www.setp.net
Free Assistive Technology

While cost is not supposed to be a consideration in the provision of assistive technology devices, some​times it is a barrier. Today, visit: The DRM WebWatcher’s list of Assistive Technology Shareware, Free​ware, and Demos (http://www.disabilityresources.org/AT-SHAREWARE.html
 to explore the options for free and inexpensive assistive technology.

NIMAS

The National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS) became federal law in July 2005 and will go into effect in July 2007. NIMAS is designed to facilitate digital access to instructional materi​als for students with disabilities. Learn more by visiting the NIMAS web site (http://nimas.cast.org).

Product Exploration: Wiki Textbooks

Wikipedia is a revolutionary online reference tool that has been created through the contributions of individuals throughout the world. Consider how this large scale experiment in open source publishing has potential to impact schools in the form of WikiBooks, open-content textbooks (http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Main_Page
Assistive Technology Planner

Few resources are available to assist the collaborative work of assistive technology teams. The National Assistive Technology Research Institute has sought to fill this void in a series of new products known as the Assistive Technology Planner. Explore the free online components for teachers, families, and adminis​trators (http://natri.uky.edu/atPlannermenu.html
and the link to purchase print materials.

Product Exploration: Visual Thesaurus

Strong vocabulary skills are a critical for the development of effective readers. Explore Visual Thesaurus http://www. visualthesaurus.com

 available online as a subscription or as stand-alone software. How might this tool motivate and engage your students as they build background knowledge and skills in reading and writing?

Locating Research (Part 1)

CARET (http://caret.iste.org
 is a special project of the International Society of Technology in Education to make research accessible and useful for technology specialists and educational leaders. Browse the database by topic and simply select key questions that interest you to obtain well-written summaries of the research that addresses the key question you posed.

Locating Research (Part 2)

A new book provides a timely analysis of the special education technology knowledge base. The Handbook of Special Education Technology Research and Practice features contributions by over 80 well-known authors on 43 topics. Access the table of contents and published reviews (http://www.knowledge-by-design.com
 An essential desk reference for educational leaders, graduate students, grant writers, and anyone interest in the evidence base supporting special education technology.

Product Exploration: News Map, 10 by 10

While the newspaper has been the traditional teaching tool for current events, new tools are emerging that have particular application for struggling students. Visit News Map (http://www.tenbyten.org/10x10.html
 to see the top 100 images associated with current news stories each hour. Click on an image to connect to the breaking news story.

Book to Read: Teaching Every Student in the Digital Age

Universal Design for Learning is a paradigm that has captured the imagination of educational leaders. Read this online book for the first time or reread it to fully appreciate the value of this innovative instruc​tional design strategy (http://www.cast.org/teachingeverystudent/ideas/tes/).

Make and Take: Text to MP3

Converting print into speech is an important application for students with disabilities who do not have grade level reading skills. Explore free utility software that will allow you to enter text and then save the information in an MP3 format so that students can listen to the text on most portable CD players. For Windows computers download, Text Aloud (http://www.nextup.com
 for Macintosh computers down​load Audiobook Studio (http://mac.softpedia.com/get/Audio/Audio-book-Studio.shtml
Measuring the Outcomes of Assistive Technology (Part 1)

Read one of the following online articles from a series on measuring the outcomes of assistive technology in reading (http://jset.unlv.edu/19.1/asseds/edyburn.html
writing (http://jset.unlv.edu/18.2/asseds/edyburn.html
and math (http://jset.unlv.edu/18.4/asseds/edyburn.html
Measuring the Outcomes of Assistive Technology (Part 2)

While many assistive technology teams seek to gather outcome data, it can be difficult to determine where to begin. Download and read the article, “Evaluate Performance With and Without Technology,” (http://www.macul.org/site/files/js06evaluatea.pdf
 to discover one method for collecting and evaluat​ing evidence of technology-enhanced performance.

High Stakes Testing and Students with Disabilities

As schools struggle to meet annual AYP goals, increased emphasis is focused on students with disabili​ties and their participation in high-stakes testing. Today, explore the Toolkit on Teaching and Assessing Students with Disabilities (http://www.osepideasthatwork.org/toolkit/
 created by the U.S. Department of Education.

Instructional Strategies: Math

Brush up on your instructional strategies for teaching math this fall. Visit the Access Center and explore their math resource collection (http://www.k8accesscenter.org/training_resources/math.asp
CoTeaching Strategies and Resources

CoTeaching involves two teachers working together to enhance learning for all students. Learn more about the research on this instructional strategy and access resources to facilitate the process (http://re​search.nichcy.org/MetaAnalysis.asp?ID=103
 Consider how co-teaching models could be used by tech​nology specialists teaming with classroom teachers.

Product Exploration: Thinking Reader

Thinking Reader is a remarkable product that provides supports for all students and offers a glimpse of the potential of universal design for learning. Read more about this product and request a free sample CD (http://www.tomsnyder.com/products/product.asp?SKU=THITHI
 so that you can try it out with an individual student.

Self-Advocacy for Technology

Students with disabilities are increasingly taught to advocate for their needs. Today, explore the concept of self-advocacy and assistive technology. The Arizona Center for Disability Law http://www.acdl.com/selfguides.html
 provides a series of free downloadable booklets to assist in self-advocacy training.

Troubleshooting

Every professional should have some basic troubleshooting knowledge to minimize problems with their technology tools. Today, explore some brief step-by-step technology tutorials (http://www.education-world.com/a_tech/archives/techtorials.shtml
 and sharpen your troubleshooting skills.

Professional Organizations 

Do you belong to a professional organization that focuses on technology and disabil​ity? If not, spend some time today exploring the membership benefits and eligibility requirements of the following organizations: Technology and Media (TAM) Division of the Council for Exceptional Children (http://www.tamcec.org/
 Special Education Technology Special Interest Group (SETSIG) of the International Society of Technology in Education (http://www.iste.org/setsig/
 Assistive Technology Indus​try Association (ATIA) (http://www.atia.org
 RESNA (http://www.resna.org), National Assistive Technology In Education Network (NATE) (http://natenetwork.buffalo.edu/
 and the Alliance for Technology Access (ATA) (http://www.ataccess.org/
Thinking About Homework

The Schwab Learning Foundation has created a free booklet that can be downloaded from their web site, 25 Top tips for Handling Homework (http://www.schwablearning.org/articles.asp?r=858). Download the booklet and read it over. Is this something you will share with parents this fall? Any ideas on how you might modify your homework practices to take the hassle out of homework?

Assistive Technology Resources

The Texas Assistive Technology Network (http://www.texasat.net/
 has created an outstanding series of training modules and resource materials. Explore the wealth of resources available at this web site and consider which materials are useful for sharing with your assistive technology team.

Product Exploration: Pics4Learning

Pics4Learning (http://pics.tech4learning.com/
 is a free online image collection especially developed for classroom use. Spend some time today browsing and gathering images for use this fall in your handouts, PowerPoint, and web pages.

Back to School Planning

As you think about the start of the new school year, visit Scholastic’s Teacher Tools (http://teacher.scholastic.com/tools/index.htm
 to access tools, ideas, and resources. These materials will help you get organized and start the school year off on the right foot.

