ED 453 – Computers and Technology in Special Education

 Syllabus

Susan Cherup, Professor - Office: 395-7736 - Home: 399-4205 E-mail: cherup@hope.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is designed to equip students majoring in emotional impairments and learning disabilities with the knowledge and skills in the use of technology as a means to help all students succeed.  Legislative rules, professional readings, and current issues will provide the background for addressing the needs of students with disabilities.  “Skill development will focus on professional and instructional productivity as it relates to locating, developing, and modifying instructional materials for students with disabilities.”  (Edyburn)
RATIONALE:

Hope students majoring in Emotional Impairments/Learning Disabilities must understand the vital role technology plays in the lives of students with disabilities and their success in classrooms.  They must be prepared to be contributing and valued members of the IEPT, recommend and implement technology that will enhance the living and learning of students with disabilities, be knowledgeable regarding legislative provisions, and serve as advocates on behalf of students and their parents/guardians.  

GUIDING QUESTION: 

How can technology help meet the needs of all the students in my class?

GOALS AND EXPECTATIONS
· Be a contributing and valued member of class 

· Be a self-directed learner

As one of the last courses in the EI/LD sequence, it is expected that pre-service teachers will meet the following Council for Exceptional Children Assistive Technology Competencies for Special Educators:

K= Knowledge Competencies

S= Skill Competencies

Philosophical, Historical, and Legal Foundations of Special Education

· Know legislation & regulations related to technology and their implications for special education (K)

· Articulate a philosophy and goals for using technology in special education (S)

· Use technology-related terminology appropriately in written and oral communications (S)

Characteristics of Learners

· Know characteristics of exceptional learners that influence the use of technology (K)

· Understand the impact of technology on exceptional learners  (K)

· Identify the academic and physical demands placed on the student by computer software and related technology materials (S)

Assessment, Diagnosis, and Evaluation

· Analyze, summarize, and report student performance data to aid instructional decision-making regarding technology (S)

Instructional Content and Practice

· Know procedures for evaluating computer software and other technology materials for their potential application in special education programs (K)

· Use computers to support various stages of the learning process and to facilitate student reporting of educational achievements (S)

· Use computer-based productivity tools to develop classroom materials (S)

· Use productivity tools for word processing, database management, and spreadsheet applications (S)

· Know augmentative and assistive communication strategies

· Know sources of specialized material for individuals with emotional/behavioral disorders

Planning and Managing the Teaching and Learning Environment

· Arrange and manage the classroom environment to facilitate the use of technology (S)

Managing Student Behavior and Social Interaction Skills

· Organize computer activities to promote positive social interaction (S)
Communication and Collaborative Partnerships

· Participate in collaborative projects and activities involving technology (S)

· Communicate effectively including listening, speaking, and writing on technology issues (S)

· Demonstrate effective group process skills (S)

Professionalism and Ethical Practices
· Recognize own skills and knowledge regarding technology (S)
· Maintain a professional development program to ensure the acquisition of knowledge and skills about new developments in technology as they become available (S)
· Identify activities and resources to support professional growth related to technology (S)
· Adhere to copyright laws about duplication and distribution of software and other copyrighted technology materials (S)
2003 CEC KNOWLEDGE AND SKILL BASE FOR ALL ENTRY-LEVEL SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS OF STUDENTS WITH EXCEPTIONALITIES IN INDIVIDUALIZED GENERAL CURRICULUMS, TEACHERS OF STUDENTS WITH EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIORAL DISORDERS, AND TEACHERS OF STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES

GC4S7
Use appropriate adaptations and technology for all individuals with disabilities

GC5S2
Use and maintain assistive technologies
CC6K4
Augmentative and assistive communication strategies

GC6K2
Communication and social interaction alternatives for individuals who are nonspeaking

CC7K4
Technology for planning and managing the teaching and learning environment

CC7S9
Incorporate and implement instructional and assistive technology into the educational 

            program

GC7S4
Select, design, and use technology, materials, resources, required to education individuals 

            whose disabilities interfere with communication

CC9K3
Continuum of lifelong professional development

GC9K2
Organizations and publications relevant to individuals with disabilities
CC9S5
Demonstrate commitment to developing the highest education and quality-of-life 

            potential of individuals with exceptional learning needs

GC9S2/LD9K1
Ethical responsibility to advocate for appropriate services for individuals with 
            disabilities

CC8S3
Use technology to conduct assessments

CC9K4
Methods to remain current regarding research-validated practice

CC9S8
Use verbal, nonverbal, and written expression skills effectively
LD1K3
Impact of legislation on the education of individuals with learning disabilities

NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY STANDARDS FOR TEACHERS (NETS*T)
· Students will demonstrate their knowledge and skills of the NETS*T through assignments, projects, and presentations stored in an electronic portfolio created in Chalk & Wire.
PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS FOR MICHIGAN TEACHERS (PSMT)

· Students meeting the NETS*T will also meet the PSMT in the areas of technology.  Oral and written communications skills are met through the exit interview, presentations, and written assignments.
MATERIALS: Information on the Ed. 453 Moodle account 
TIME, LOCATION

· Class will meet on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 8:30-10:20 in classroom 3031 in the Science Center.  
GRADING SCALE





100-96 A
77-74   C

TEACHER EDUCATION PROFESSIONAL ABILITIES:
95-92  A-
73-70   C-              Students will continue to monitor their progress in these areas:
91-87  B+
69-66   D+





	Effective Communicator 



	Professional Collaborator



	Curriculum Developer



	Problem Solver



	Decision Maker



	Scholarly Educator




86-84  B
65-63   D






83-81  B-
62-60   D-






80-78  C+        
59         F 




                                   

NOTE:  Unexcused absences, failure to complete
 assignments, and lack of class participation will 

lower the final grade.












