Exceptional Child – Spring 2002


Title Page

Electronic Portfolio:

Sara Bolkema

Exceptional Child

Spring 2002

[image: image5.wmf] 


Introduction

Welcome to my Electronic Portfolio! This portfolio is designed to showcase what I have gained from my experiences in Exceptional Child. Since I am a member of the pilot class for this electronic format, I am sure this will be a work-in-progress, but it is my hope that through the statements, reflections, and documents presented here, you, the reader, will gain greater insight into my life as an aspiring teacher. To learn more about me, please read my autobiographical sketch.
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Choosing Teaching


In a world full of career options, music education is the profession I have chosen. The love of music has been with me for literally as long as I can remember. From singing my first solo in church at age five to performing on the piano in the 2002 DeVos Showcase Concert, music has grown from an enjoyable extracurricular activity into a passion, a part of my soul, a means of expression without which I would be utterly lost. It is this love that drives me to share music with others. Just as music has always been a part of me, an inclination for instruction is also an important facet of my personality. Throughout my school career, I have often found myself in a teacher role, answering the questions of my classmates and occasionally even assisting a teacher or professor by offering an alternate or clearer explanation of a new concept. I have found that teaching others can be an incredible source of joy. Watching someone’s eyes light up when a previously confusing concept suddenly makes sense provides a great sense of fulfillment. As a music educator, I hope to see this same look in the eyes of my students, not necessarily as the result of a concept clearly explained, but instead as the result of a newfound joy in music or a sense of satisfaction in one’s learning of a new skill. 
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Teaching Statement

Although the sharing of music is often thought of in terms of performing, teaching is an incredibly powerful means of spreading the love of music. It is my hope that through teaching I can expose students to music in all its varied forms and help them to gain an appreciation for its beauty and complexity. Although not every person will have a great desire to seriously pursue music, it is my belief that all students, including those with exceptionalities, can learn about and enjoy music in some way. As a teacher, my desire will not be to turn every child into a musical prodigy, but it will instead be to make music accessible to them. Even so, I will also strive to provide sufficient challenges for gifted students. If my career path leads to conducting ensembles, I will certainly set high standards for musical excellence and will use any means possible to help my students learn, grow, improve, and achieve to the absolute best of their ability. However, as my experience has taught me, touching the lives of students, forming meaningful relationships with them, and building the foundation for a lifelong love of music are infinitely more important than always obtaining the highest marks at festival. When all is said and done, my greatest desire as a teacher is to create an environment where students strive to perform to the best of their abilities, are not afraid to make mistakes, and are accepting and supportive of each and every member of the class.
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Field Placement


For my Exceptional Child field placement, I spent approximately two hours per week interacting with students at the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Holland. Part of that time was spent under the supervision of Lee Soderquist, working with the elementary-age students. The remainder of my time was spent with the middle-school age children, primarily under the supervision of Amy-Lynn Halverson. My activities at the club were many and varied, ranging from playing games with the club members to running the occasional errand for Amy-Lynn. To learn more about my field placement, please take a look at the PowerPoint presentation I gave on my time there.
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Reflections


Having completed my field placement for the semester, I have begun to look back on my experiences at the Boys and Girls Club and to evaluate the positives and the negatives of my time there. Although initially a somewhat daunting environment, I quickly adjusted to life at the club. With no definitive “job description”, I was forced to dive in and to find out how best to be involved. While it was easy to slip into the elementary routine, finding a home in the middle school environment was not as simple. I spent my time floating from one area to another, depending on circumstances. This wandering did not lend any sense of commitment or consistency and made it very difficult to establish any connection with the club members. However, after a few weeks had passed, I found a home in the art room. There, I was able to have a more consistent role as well as interact more easily with the club members. 

I feel that my goals for this placement, as outlined in my presentation, were reasonable, appropriate, and, for the most part, realized. I was professional, dependable, and flexible. I made sure to contact the club if I was unable to come or had to change the time of my placement for a particular week. I was also willing to make alternate arrangements for weeks when the club had unusual hours. As much as possible, I “dove right in” to club life and did my best to make connections with the students. In working with the elementary-age group, I was pleased with the way in which I was able to connect with the kids. However, I was disappointed by my efforts with the middle school group. Their social world was difficult to penetrate, and I often found myself sitting on the fringes of their activities rather than actively taking part. This was especially true in the game room. I wish I had been able to befriend these students more easily and make a more significant connection to them. 

Technology was not a large part of this placement. I had the opportunity to help supervise a group of children using the computer lab. This, however, was my only opportunity to personally make use of the technology present at the club. 

While my time at the Boys and Girls Club did not provide a great deal of experience in working with students with exceptionalities, it did give me many opportunities to interact with at-risk students. From these young people, I have learned the importance of looking for the good in everyone. My time with them has taught me that if I expect the best of my students, their best will be given. I also learned the importance of patience; when teaching, I must remember that new ideas will not always come quickly to students and may require several explanations before being fully comprehended. Most importantly, I was reminded that despite the variety of backgrounds from which the club members came, each person there was still just a person. 

Group Presentation


Near the end of the semester, each member of our Exceptional Child class had the opportunity to be a teacher. We divided ourselves into groups based on the exceptionality we wished to research. It was then each group’s responsibility to devise a lesson that would instruct the remainder of the class on the important aspects of educating students with that exceptionality. Gifted and talented students were the focus of my group. To learn more, take a look at our presentation.
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Collection of Experiences


As part of my Exceptional Child class, I had the opportunity to create these “Collections of Experiences”, documents containing a definition of a given disability, a description of my personal experience with that disability, and some reflections on how best to include these students in a traditional classroom. Relating personal experiences to the material covered in class instilled a greater confidence in my ability to successfully incorporate exceptional students. 
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What’s Next

In my next semester at Hope, I will be taking a variety of courses as I continue to work toward obtaining my degree. Woodwind methods, orchestration, and music literature will all provide me with useful knowledge that can later be implemented in my teaching. Secondary block, the next set of courses in the education sequence, will fulfill another portion of my professional education training. In my next field placement, I hope to continue to grow in my abilities to jump in and become an active part of a new environment. I would like to take greater initiative, to do more things without being asked, and to learn to handle conflicts without the aid of my supervisor. As in past placements, I hope to form a strong connection with the students and to become as important a part of their classroom routine as is possible. It is my hope that my placement will provide a variety of learning experiences that will help me on my way to becoming a teacher.

Beyond the upcoming semester, I am considering many options for the future. Music education is a broad field, one that can take me many places. I have thought about using my education degree to pursue a teaching career in a school system. I would prefer to teach orchestra at the secondary level, but possibly at the elementary level, or even at both. However, I am open to teaching general music, or even band. Graduate study is also a definite possibility in my future, either before or after obtaining a teaching job. Exactly what field I will pursue in my graduate study remains to be seen, although I have given some consideration to obtaining a graduate degree in one of the instruments I play. It is even possible that I may eventually pursue a teaching career at the college level. I also hope to be involved in church music. Although I have many possible career paths, each one involves teaching in some capacity. The education I am now receiving will serve as an excellent preparation for a career in music education at any level. Above all, my greatest hope is to live out God’s will for my career as a musician and to glorify Him through the music I make. I believe a degree in music education is the first step in this direction.

NETS/ELSMT


My semester in Exceptional Child has provided me with many opportunities to meet both the National Educational Technology Standards as well as the Entry Level Standards for Michigan Teachers. For a specific listing of the standards and how they were fulfilled, please see the attached NETS/ELSMT chart.
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My first real taste of music education:


 FACE LIFE Fine Arts Camp 


at � HYPERLINK "http://www.godinthehouse.org/" ��Resurrection Reformed Church�





Time to line up!





Listening intently…
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