MINUTES
HOPE COLLEGE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT TECHNOLOGY TEAM

OCTOBER 22, 2008

Members Present:  Peter Folkert, Ben Herrman, Brennigan Gilson, Andrea Eddy, Tara Hamming, Alissa Gigler, Stephanie Pasek, Katie Oxendine 
Members Absent:  Susan Cherup, Andrea Dahm, 
· Script for Disrespectful 220 Students

Since it has been the case that some of the Ed. 220 students have been disrespectful to members of the Tech Team, we have decided to create a script so each member of the Tech Team knows exactly how to handle any student and that each Tech Team member will be saying the same thing.   This way, there is no possible way the Tech Team could be blamed if the student does decide to leave the session.  We will say:

“We understand that you are busy, and this session is inconvenient for you. However, this session is required to get into the Education Department.  It is your decision whether you would like to stay or leave.”
· Good Electronic Portfolio Examples

Katie Oxendine presented some portfolios of students teachers that she thought were particularly impressive.  We had the opportunity to look at Paul Masko’s portfolio, and Anna Gagliardi’s portfolio.

· Professional Development Session For Those Who Missed

At our last professional development Chalk and Wire help session with the Education Staff, four professors were missing: Baars Bultman, Richard Mezeske, John Yelding, and Yooyeun Hwang.  We have decided to take another Tuesday or Wednesday afternoon to help them with Chalk and Wire and give them a chance to ask any questions they may have.
· 220 and 225 Surveys
Brennigan compiled the results for the EDUC 220 and 225 surveys for the previous meeting, but she condensed them so it was easier for us to see what, if anything, should be changed for the 220 Chalk and Wire Session.  We found that 19 students from 225 this year said the 220 session they attended last semester was helpful, 19 said they needed a refresher, and 11 said the session was not helpful.  We decided that we are not going to provide a required refresher session for 225 students unless the professor personally asks a Tech Team member to come to one of their classes and briefly walk them through Chalk and Wire.  One student in 220 said that it would be nice to learn how to access our grades on Chalk and Wire, and we have decided to add that into our session next semester.
· Follow-up Faculty Interviews
We still want to meet with the professors and personally thank them for all the work they put into updating their Table of Contents for Chalk and Wire last semester.  In addition, we want to ask the professors whether they feel like these changes were beneficial or not, and if any other changes need to be made to further the success of Chalk and Wire in their class.  We just want to make sure the professors know we are here to help and to try to make everything run smoothly!
· No Secondary Student Left Behind

After having the opportunity to see some student teachers present their portfolios, it has come to our attention that Secondary Education students are left in the dark on many issues, one of them being professional portfolios.  Next semester, within the first 5 weeks while the students are not student teaching, we want to have a Portfolio session where we bring examples of paper and electronic portfolios. This will give Secondary students an opportunity to see what a professional portfolio should look like.  Also, we can give examples of Table of Contents, how a portfolio should be structured, what to put in it, what not to put in, etc.  We also want to be able to have students in Secondary Principles and Secondary Block to be able to see examples, so maybe we could have the professors bring some paper portfolios into class.

In addition to this, we were wondering if there was any way we could make the evaluations of the portfolios stricter, because we feel that only peer evaluations are not effective.  We will continue to talk about this at future meetings.

· Lastly:

Tara asked if maybe Susan Cherup could possibly show us what a professor’s account in Chalk and Wire looks like, how the grading occurs, what happens when a student submits, etc.  We feel that as Tech Team members we should get the students perspective and the faculty’s perspective, so it is easier to see how everything relates.
This concludes our meeting.

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, November 5, at 8:30 p.m. in Van Zoeren 247.  

