Minutes

Hope College Education Department Technology Team

October 29, 2009

Members Present: Tara Hamming, Peter Folkert, Brittany Melpolder, Jessa Boles, Heather Thompson, Jon Malm, Jill Valentino, Andrea Eddy, Carl Scholten, Susan Cherup
Absent: None
1. Student Teachers’ Porfolio Presentation: Tara attended this session over Fall Break. Nine out of eleven secondary student teachers created an electronic portfolio. Overall, 86% of the student teachers went electronic. This is up huge from last year. The portfolios in general were very impressive. One former administrator attended and was impressed with what she saw. More administrators will hopefully be in attendance next semester.

2. Webinar: Andrea and Sue attended a webinar on assistive technologies. Many technologies that Andrea was unaware of/never realized were presented such as different programs within Word, high contrast screen settings for visually impaired students, text to speech programs for those who struggle with writing, and a Webspiration program. Webspiration is similar to Inspiration and allows students to create concept maps on any subject. It was also suggested that the Tech Team should sponsor a webinar in the future as a form of professional development. Education students would be invited.

3. Educating Ourselves in Chalk and Wire: Tara figured more out in regards to personalizing the banner on portfolios and editing backgrounds within given pages of a portfolio. Everyone is encouraged to spend some time in Chalk and Wire just playing around with it. It was also suggested that information regarding where to find out when your Chalk and Wire account expires should be added to the PowerPoint presented to ED 220 students. 
4. Committee for Sweet and Salty Party: This will be Wednesday November 18 from 3-3:30 PM in the workroom. The main purpose of this is to get feedback from professors in regards to Chalk and Wire. A short feedback sheet will be filled out by each professor. The committee to put this together consist of Heather, Jessa, Jon, and Carl. They will meet and figure out more details regarding this.
5. Creating an Info Sheet: This will take the place of e-mailing professors at the beginning of the semester. The hope for this is to allow the class to feel more comfortable contacting the Tech Team when they are in need of help. A skeleton will be created to help the Tech Team decide what information to include on these biographies.

6. Turning Technologies: Sue and Heather presented information on creating a TurningPoint presentation. Information covered included setting up the polling, inserting slides, countdowns, and signaling the correct answer. This information was very beneficial for potential use in placements. 
Andrea will be in charge of snacks for the next meeting

The meeting was concluded at 9:15 PM. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday November 12th in VZ 247 at 8:15 PM.
Carl Scholten, clerk
