Minutes

Hope College Education Department Technology Team

October 1, 2009

Members Present: Tara Hamming, Peter Folkert, Brittany Melpolder, Jessa Boles, Heather Thompson, Jon Malm, Jill Valentino, Andrea Eddy, Carl Scholten, Susan Cherup
Absent: None
1. ED 220 Sessions: Overall, these sessions ran pretty smoothly. There were a decent amount of students not in attendance during their required session. Many of these students attended a different session and the others have been meeting with Peter to get briefed in the basics of Chalk and Wire. Also, for next semester, a handout has been made that will be passed out to ED 220 students a few weeks prior to the sessions. It stresses that they must attend their assigned session. If they don’t attend a session, they will have to wait until they do attend one next semester to be accepted into the department. Hopefully by stressing the importance of attendance, it will lead to a better turnout.
2. Student Teacher Training Session: This session will take place Monday, October 5 from 7-8:30 PM in VanderWerf 102. Peter and Tara will present a basic PowerPoint showcasing some essentials to put in a portfolio. Also a good example and a bad example will be shown. Tara also suggested possibly contacting Katie to see if her portfolio could be used as a “real life” good example. The directions for burning a portfolio to a CD have been added to the PowerPoint. Other members are invited to attend.
3. Portfolio Presentations: On Monday, October 19 (during Fall Break) at 6:30 PM, student teachers will present their nearly complete/final portfolios. A small group format will be used in order to get more feedback on the portfolios from peers. Also, several area administrators are going to be contacted to sit in on the presentations and provide their experienced input regarding positives or items the students may be missing. 
4. New Information in Technology: Andrea presented information regarding the use of Google surveys. A 1Hope login will work for this. The surveys are simple to create by selecting documents, then new, and then form. From there, one can enter questions and the format in which the questions are to be asked (multiple choice, response, rating, etc.) Google also provides a variety of themes to make the survey more aesthetically pleasing. Once the survey is completed, one is able to email it to anyone or supply the link. The results are posted in a spreadsheet and returned to the creator. Jessa (PB Wiki): From pbworks.com, many blog-like websites can be created. Links, pictures, documents, and other items can be attached and posted. The finished product will be similar to a website, but much easier to design. Susan (Glogster): glogster.com offers another blog/website creator that can be used much like a portfolio. The set-up seemed simple and it produces an attractive finished product. One student used this in conjunction with her Chalk and Wire portfolio in one of Susan’s class.
5. Snacks: Tara will be in charge of snacks for next time
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday October 15th in VZ 247 at 8:15 PM.

