Minutes

Hope College Education Department Technology Team

Technology Presentations Pt. II

January 20, 2010
Members Present: Tara Hamming, Jessa Boles, Brittany Melpolder, Heather Thompson, Jon Malm, Jill Valentino, Andrea Eddy, Carl Scholten, Susan Cherup
Absent: Peter Folkert
1. New Technology Research
· Smartboard cont’d (Brittany): On Smart’s website (www.smart.com), Brittany discovered a multitude of educator resources including various lesson plans that can be used in conjunction with the Smartboard. Smart also has created SmartIdeas, which is similar to Inspiration, but allows for hands on manipulation by the teacher and or students. Also, they produce a smaller board that connects to the main Smartboard, allowing the teacher to wander the room while still interacting with the Smartboard.

· Second Life (Jill and Carl): Second Life is an online community filled with created avatars. The program is free and each user can create an avatar of their choosing. It can take any form whether it is a human, animal, or even a mineral. While the program does have some positives such as the ability to listen to lessons, give presentations, and interact with a variety of people, we decided the program was not worth pursuing.

· Inspiration (Jessa): Many members already have experience with Inspiration through various Education assignments. Jessa presented a variety of resources available through the program. Inspiration allows the user to create a concept map or an outline. Each form can easily be transferred into the other. Notes can be added as well. Inspiration also offers a Word Guide which contains a dictionary and thesaurus.

· Turning Point (Heather): Heather went through the basics of creating a Turning Point presentation and how to utilize the clickers along with it. This information could be valuable for any student looking to implement technology in any of their teaching places. Heather also provided step by step directions for anyone looking to use this technology.

In the end, we decided that pursuing the various technologies regarding the SmartBoard and possibly the Aver pens would be worthwhile. Susan also planned on contacting the Ed Department and informing the professors that the Tech Team would be willing to demonstrate any of these technologies for their class.

