Minutes

Hope College Education Department Technology Team

January 14, 2010
Members Present: Tara Hamming, Peter Folkert, Brittany Melpolder, Heather Thompson, Jon Malm, Jill Valentino, Andrea Eddy, Carl Scholten, Susan Cherup
Absent: Jessa Boles
1. Student Teaching Surveys: Student teachers from the fall semester completed their surveys and would have liked to have seen more information and sessions on how to use the document camera and the smartboard. Clearly, we are headed in the right direction in regards to our ideas about implementing new technologies.
2. ED 220 Sessions: These sessions will be February 1-4 from 7-8. The signup sheet was passed around as a reminder for which session members signed up for.

3. New Technology Research

· Aver Pen (Andrea): The pen works as a hybrid of a smartboard, document camera, and a clicker. Teachers can draw on any surface and it will appear on the board. This would allow them to wander the classroom while lecturing and still be able to utilize the board. The pen requires Avar software and the different student and teacher pens allow more interaction in the classroom. The software is also able to save the images that have been drawn/highlighted on the screen. Andrea is going to look into contacting a representative and see if they are willing to come in for a demonstration. 

· Google Apps (Heather): Many have experience with this technology from Google which includes docs, calendars, groups, videos and sites. The groups aspect is especially interesting as it could be used in place of Moodle. It is more collaborative and user friendly.

· Smartboard (Brittany): Many resources and tools exist on the smartboard than we were previously aware of. Various lesson plans and diagrams are available and are neatly organized by subject area. The Smart website also offers an area for teachers to collaborate and share lessons and documents created with the smartboard.

· MACUL (Tara): In MACUL’s recent edition, Tara researched the various technologies that were present. The Michigan Association for Computer Users in Learning contains a variety of resources that have been created and submitted by teachers from across the state. This journal is a beneficial resource for teachers to find specific resources that have already been proven in the classroom.
We will cover the other technologies members researched over break. Tentatively, we plan to meet January 20th at 8:30 PM in VZN 247.
