Cultural Heritage II

Second Exam (Essay Portion)

Answer all of the following questions according to the instructions for each section.  The typed exam is due in class on Friday, February 23.  (Late submissions are penalized one letter grade for not submitting in class and an additional letter grade for each day beyond that.) 

The overall exam should include at least 1,000 words (four double-spaced pages) but no more than 1,200 words in fulfillment of part of the requirements for writing-intensive General Education courses.  (There is a one letter grade minimum deduction for falling short of 1,000 words.)  

Print the exam and staple the pages together (unstapled papers will be penalized 1%). Make sure your name is on the first page of the exam.  Choose your topics to avoid covering the same material twice (duplicate coverage will result in partial credit for the essay).   Please note the honor code regarding plagiarism and using the work of others. 

Part I. Big Events from an Interdisciplinary Perspective, 500-600 words. 

Describe the important causes of one of the following major events from an interdisciplinary perspective (i.e., economics, politics, technology, religion).  Which cause(s) do you think was most important or essential (without which, the event could not have happened)?  

1. The Age of Exploration

2. The Scientific Revolution and/or the Enlightenment (a slight bonus will be given for choosing this one)

Part II.  Major Ideas in Dialogue, 300-350 words.  

Select one of the following clusters of famous individuals.  Giving equal treatment to each of them (a long paragraph each), describe their views on the topic with which they are listed.  Be sure to indicate how they are similar as well as how they are different (possibly in a third paragraph, but approaches will vary). 

1. Locke and Hobbes on Legitimate Authority

2. Franklin and Kant on Morality 

3. Descartes and Bacon on Epistemology 

Part III. Visual/Textual Analysis, 200-250 words. 

Explain how one of the following works or texts relates to the time (historical context) in which it was created or written.  Give attention to other artists and writers as appropriate, but be sure to keep your focus on the work or text you have selected.  

1. William Hogarth, Gin Lane (1751), an engraving (can be found in Presentation #7). 

2. In a little time after, amongst the poor chained men I found some of my own nation, which in a small degree gave ease to my mind. I inquired of these what was to be done with us; they gave me to understand we were to be carried to these white people's country to work for them. I then was a little revived, and thought if it were no worse than working, my situation was not so desperate: but still I feared I should be put to death, the white people looked and acted, as I thought, in so savage a manner; for I had never seen among my people such instances of brutal cruelty, and this not only shewn towards us blacks but also to some of the whites themselves. One white man in particular I saw, when we were permitted to be on deck, flogged so unmercifully with a large rope near the foremast that he died in consequence of it; and they tossed him over the side as they would have done a brute. This made me fear these people the more, and I expected nothing less than to be treated in the same manner. . . .
3. What could now sustain them but the Spirit of God and His grace? May not and ought not the children of these fathers rightly say: "Our fathers were Englishmen which came over this great ocean, and were ready to perish in this wilderness; but they cried unto the Lord, and He heard their voice and looked on their adversity," etc. "Let them therefore praise the Lord, because He is good: and His mercies endure forever." "Yea, let them which have been redeemed of the Lord, show how He hath delivered them from the hand of the oppressor.”
4. We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, — That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 
