FAQ about Homework, Tests and Grading
Q: Why is there a homework assignment due almost every day for this class?

A: The best way that I know of for students to learn mathematical thinking is to do math, lots of it. Most students tend to ignore “suggestions” about what to do outside of class unless something written is required. It’s like other activities, you get much better with practice! 

Q: What does it mean that homework includes “10% worth of grace”?
A: Everyone makes an occasional mistake, and for most students that means something like forgetting your paper in your room or forgetting to finish the reading quiz online before it closed out on you. Things happen—and that’s okay as long as it is only “occasional.” Your homework grade will not be ruined by forgetting a 6-pt challenge problem or reading quiz, or even a 12-pt text problem set. 
Here’s what I expect to happen for outside work over the long haul:

350 
Approximate total for non-test points assigned over the whole semester
 (text probs, challenge probs, attendance, reading quizzes…)

-35
10% Grace for forgotten papers, illness or just plain not-doing-it stubbornness
315
The actual total I’ll use to calculate your “non-test percentage” grade at semester’s end
Example: A student who scores 280 out of the 350 will have 280/315 = 89% for “non-test pts”

Q: So will my non-test points be averaged with my test points?

A:  No. In order to achieve an A in this class, BOTH VALUES must fall in the nineties. The goal for doing the non-test work is to learn/practice the mathematics. The goal for tests is to demonstrate your independent success in learning it. I encourage lots of working together in the homework activities because I believe it helps you to learn more. Tests are weighted more heavily because they represent your independent understanding. 
Q: If I can get A’s on the tests, why should I have to do “busywork” homework problems that take too long?

A: This class is about pushing yourself to a deeper understanding of mathematics at whatever level you happen to be. If any of the assignments feel like busywork and do not provide appropriate challenge to you, then I am very happy to discuss alternate assignments that can substitute for non-test points. Or, if the assignments are taking you way too long, talk to me.
Q: Why are points taken off on daily homework? Shouldn’t I get full credit just for doing the work and handing it in?

A: Outside work is assessed by considering both effort and accuracy, because both process and a correct answer are important.  It’s also a good way for you to find out whether or not your thinking is correct before the test. Losing HW points is a signal to you that you are making mistakes and something needs fixing. That point or two lost on HW is a valuable investment toward doing something correctly on the test when it really counts. Learn from your mistakes! (
