
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about the French Program,  

please contact Karen Barber Gibson 

E-mail: barber@hope.edu 

HOPE College 

French 

Program  

Department of Modern and 
Classical Languages 
257 Columbia Ave.  
Holland MI 49422 

Phone: (616) 395-7570 
Fax: (616) 395-7559 

www.hope.edu/academic/language
/french 

Faculty 
 
Isabelle Chapuis-Alvarez, ABD 
Université de la Sorbonne, Paris 
alvarez@hope.edu 
 
Pamela Edmunds, B.A. 
Eastern Michigan University 
edmunds@hope.edu 
 
Brigitte Hamon-Porter, Ph.D. 
Indiana University 
hamon@hope.edu 
 
Anne Larsen, Ph.D. 
Columbia University 
alarsen@hope.edu 
 
 
 

 

Top 10 Reasons to Learn French  
 
1.  Be understood in 55 countries across five continents 

and by over 200 million people.  
2.  Develop critical, creative thinking and problem solv-

ing skills. French also provides the base for more than 
50% of the modern English vocabulary, which im-
proves academic performance across the  disciplines.  

3. Be more competitive in the national and international 
job market in disciplines like business, medicine, avia-
t ion,  l aw,  t ranspor tat ion  technologie s , 
global/international distribution and luxury goods. 

4. French is one of the official working languages of the 
UN, NATO, UNESCO, the International Olympic 
Committee, the European Union, the International 
Red Cross among others.  

5. Open the doors to art, music, fashion, food, architec-
ture and literature. 

6. French is the third most common language on the 
Internet 

7. Get a head start on learning other Romance languages 
like Spanish, Italian, Portuguese and Romanian. 

8. Discover a new appreciation for other cultures in 
countries that speak French like France, Canada, Bel-
gium, Switzerland and many African nations. 

9. Use French to pursue studies or work in French-
speaking countries. 

10. Promote language diversity throughout the world. 
  

The Martha Miller Center for 
Global Communication houses the 
department of languages.  



 

Co-Curricular Activities:  

Every semester, the French program 

offers co-curricular activities such as 

guest speakers who present on culture 

and society, movies from the French-

speaking world, informal conversation 

with a teaching assistant from France, 

panels featuring returning students 

from study-abroad programs, a French 

Ciné-club, a French club, a French 

Dinner, the French House and the Pi 

Delta Phi National Honorary Society.  

 

When two guest speakers from two major 

local companies came to speak, French student 

Danielle ('10) reflected, "This presentation 

was very interesting for me to see what I could 

do with double majors in French and busi-

ness. This also made me aware of the increas-

ing reliance our countries all have on one an-

other, and the importance of being culturally 

diverse in order to succeed in business."  

 

Study Abroad Programs 

The French program offers a variety of 

programs across the world for a Fall/ 

Spring semester or a May term. 

 In France: Paris, Nantes, Rennes, Tou-

louse, Arles, Nice (Pre-med. Program). 

In Europe:   Brussels, Geneva. 

In Africa:  Senegal, Mali, Morocco,  

Cameroon, Madagascar.  

"In regards to my future, I think that my time in 
Paris will play an important role. Not only did I 
grow as a person, but I also think that my experi-
ence has helped shape who I am today. Not to men-
tion that my language skills went through the roof 
compared to the level I was at before leaving. After 
spending a semester in Paris I am now very comfort-
able in the city and I could definitely see myself mov-
ing back some day.ó Lauren (ô10) 

French Major-Minor Curriculum 

Major Requirements (28 credits): students 

take five courses numbered 280 or higher, and 

two courses at the 400 level (seminars).   

Minor Requirements (12 credits): Students 

take a minimum of 12 credits (3 courses) num-

bered 280 or higher.   

The French program also offers four double-

majors in French/Dance, French/Education, 

French/History, French/Management.  

Most students who major in French also major  

in another discipline.  Past combinations have 

included, among others, French/Art History 

(Art Curator), French/Environmental Studies,  

French/Chemistry (Pre-med), French/Biology 

(Pre-med), French/Computer Science, 

French/Nursing and French/Political Science 

(Pre-law).    

 

Street scene, Nantes (France) 

Nice, France 


