
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about the Spanish Program, 

please contact Karen Barber-Gibson 

E-mail: barber@hope.edu 

HOPE College 

Spanish  

Program  

   Department of Modern and  
Classical Languages 

Martha Miller Center 
257 Columbia Ave.  
Holland MI 49422 

Phone: (616) 395-7570 
Fax: (616) 395-7559 

www.hope.edu/academic/language/
spanish/ 

 

Faculty 

Ion Agheana, PhD. 
Harvard University 
agheana@hope.edu— ext. 7557 
 
Maria Claudia André, PhD. 
SUNY Albany, NY 
andre@hope.edu—ext. 7911 
 
Liliana Dorado, PhD. 
University of Florida 
dorado@hope.edu—ext. 7565 
 
Renata Fernández, PhD. 
University of Kentucky, KY 
fernandez@hope.edu—ext. 7314 
 
Karen Holleman, MA. 
MAT Aquinas College 
holleman@hope.edu— ext. 7563 
 
Sylvia Kallemeyn, MAT. 
Calvin College 
kallemeyn@hope.edu—ext.7891 
 
Diane Lúcar-Ellens, MA. 
Grand Valley SU 
lucar@hope.edu—ext. 7924 
 
Melissa Mulder, MA. 
Purdue University 
mulder@hope.edu—ext. 7566 
 
Christine Swain, PhD. 
Cornell University 
swain@hope.edu—ext. 7957 
 
Daniel Woolsey, PhD. 
Indiana University—ext. 7269 
woolsey@hope.edu 

 

Seven Reasons to Learn Spanish  
 

 

    Spanish is the second language in the United 
States. Already, one quarter of the American popula-
tion speaks the language, a percentage that continues 
to increase annually in every single state.  

 

 As a student you will be able to study abroad 
and expand your vision of the world.  
 

 We live in multicultural communities. By be-
coming fluent in Spanish you will be able to be a 
part of and participate in both local and interna-
tional affairs. 
 

 Needless to say, speaking Spanish will enhance 
your resume, making you an asset to any company. 
Globalization and technology are eliminating cul-
tural and social borders. A bilingual employee has 
better work opportunities and is more likely to suc-
ceed in the corporate world. 

 Studying a foreign language will improve your 
English grammar and develop your  analytical skills. 

 You will develop a deeper appreciation of phi-
losophy, literature, and the arts by learning a second 
language as all our courses are geared towards giving 
students a wider appreciation of all aspects of cul-
ture and society. 

 Moreover, by learning Spanish, you will be able 
to understand some of the basic grammar and vo-
cabulary of other Romance languages such as 
French, Italian, and Portuguese.  



Co-Curricular Activities 

Every semester, the Spanish program 

offers a variety of co-curricular activi-

ties such as:  Latin American and Span-

ish films, formal and informal conver-

sation,  dance classes, Sigma Delta Pi 

Honorary Society, Latin Fest, commu-

nity aid, volunteering, internships, 

fieldtrips, and Spanish Chapel.  

 

 

 

“My Spanish classes have allowed me to use 

language as a window into understanding 

many facets of the Hispanic world; making 

me appreciative of the cultural similarities and 

differences that exist among communities in 

Holland, Michigan and abroad.” Jeff 

Minkus ‘09 

Study Abroad Programs 

 Students may take advantage of a num-

ber of study-abroad programs in a wide 

variety of countries, including Costa 

Rica, Mexico, the Dominican Republic, 

Argentina, Ecuador, Spain, and Chile, 

among others. 

“I absolutely loved my study abroad experiences.  I 

spent one semester in Buenos Aires and I loved it 

so much I had to go abroad again and went to 

Oaxaca, Mexico the next summer for two months. 

I took classes in universities, but learned just as 

much from my host-family and new friend. I trav-

eled and met amazing people.  Each experience was 

unique, but they both helped to develop in me a 

deep appreciation for other cultures and a better 

sense of who I am and my place in our global com-

munity.”  Lani Pickard ‘09 

 

Spanish Major/Minor Curriculum 

Major Requirements (32 credits): SPAN 321, 

322, 341, 342/344, one 400-level literature 

course (441, 443 or 494) and 462, plus four 

hours of elective credits. 

Minor Requirements (20 credits): Sp. 321, 

322, 341, 342 /344, plus four hours of elective 

credits. 

Teaching Major Requirements  (32 credits): 

we offer both a secondary teaching major as 

well as a K-12 teaching major. The Spanish 

courses required are the same as for the general 

Spanish major. Teaching majors are required to 

spend one semester studying abroad in a Span-

ish-speaking country. Students must also meet 

all requirements of the Department of Educa-

tion, including foreign language teaching meth-

odology course(s). For more information visit: 

http://www.hope.edu/academic/education. 

 


