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Course Description
Why are so many nations and people in Africa poor? Why does the cycle of poverty, intertwined with poverty and forms of conflict seem endemic across Africa? What, if anything, can the West do about it? What, if anything, can we as Western citizens of the world do about it? No course can answer these questions in full, but one can get started on the (hopefully lifelong) learning. Students will be exposed to the major and the not‐so-major debates in aid and development. They will discuss the conventional and less conventional theories of poverty, growth, war, and good governance, and why there is so much or so little of it in Africa. The aim is to help students think critically about these debates and their possible role in the problem and solutions.

This is a Political Science class, introducing you as a student to the discipline of Political Science by focusing on a specific topic, namely international development from the perspective of those receiving the outcomes of development policy. Political Science is a discipline broken into subdisciplines, two of which are international relations and comparative politics. These subdisciplines are useful in that we can go deeper on more specific topics. They relate often relate quite closely, and thus this course is at the intersection if international relations and comparative politics in considering issues (within the discipline of Political Science) related to global political and economic development. For example, IR and Comparative Politics understand and study if and how institutions matter in the political, economic world. They consider international institutions in promoting economic development. 

Thus, Political Science also asks the question that frames the title of this course, “whose perspective is being considered.” That is what this course will ask you to continually query. Whose perspective is guiding the development enterprise in practice, in theory, in study, in application? Whose reality is being played out? And who is benefiting from this structure? This class will therefore implicitly and explicitly expose you to the discipline of Political Science as part of the larger field of Social Sciences, but will do so through a deeper look at very specific field of inquiries involving the politics of place, perspective and power. 
Course Objectives

· Students will engage in critical self introspection gaining a deeper understanding of their own role in the arenas of international political development

· Students will take away from the class broader and deeper knowledge and awareness about the various perspectives surrounding international development
· Students will enhance their writing skills through multiple interactions of a major research project

· Students will grow in their ability to critically think, synthesize multiple and disparate ideas and evidence
Assessment
I. Participation – 30%

Simply showing up for class and being a warm body in a chair is not enough. These 80pts will be awarded on the basis of how active a role you took in class discussions and activities. In general, participation is a subjective matter and I will determine your participation grade based upon my impression of your course involvement. Simply being quietly present during class sessions will earn you at most partial credit. Participation includes, but is not limited to:
a. Attendance

b. In-Class Activities

c. Discussion

d. Outside class activities

II. Personal Reflective Essay – 30% - 3 pages 
a. Paper must have references to class themes and theories, a bibliography, and in text citations. Also, your paper is an academic paper and thus must have an introduction, with a thesis, and a conclusion. 

b. Additional guidelines about writing style, etc. will be on moodle
III. Final Paper/Project – 30%

a. This extended 10 page paper will require significant independent research on your own part, and will require you to clear your choice of topic with your professor. Students should begin choosing a topic as early as possible, and are encouraged to discuss their paper with the professor throughout the research process. These will be presented during our final class meetings
b. Additional guidelines will be posted on moodle 
IV. Reading Logs– 10%

a. Reading Logs - Reading logs are short, one-page or more reflections (single spaced) on some aspect of students’ personal learning. They are not journals or diaries nor are they merely “responses.” Learning logs should reinforce a student’s learning and direct attention to the learning process. Learning logs will be evaluated according to clarity (expresses a clear point of view in an organized manner), correctness (attends to the conventions of grammar, spelling, usage, mechanics, and syntax), specificity (answers the question(s) using clear examples and illustrations), sophistication (gives evidence of awareness of controversy, alternatives to and complexities of concepts and issues), synthesis (provides connections across source topics as well as between course content (both reading and discussion) and other experiences (academic and personal). Questions will be assigned once each week for most weeks for students to respond to in learning logs.
b. Some are given in the syllabus while others will be assigned verbally, during class time, and it is your responsibility to keep track of what assignments are given in class and when they are due. Late work is not accepted. 
Tentative Schedule

Thursday, March 4

Introduction, syllabus, first assignment –
Tuesday, March 9

Reading – “Body Ritual of the Nacerima”; “Illich, “To 

Hell With Good Intentions”

Reading Logs due by 5pm, Monday, March 8




What are the main take away/thesis ideas of each article? 

What is your initial response to each article? 

Thursday, March 11

Self-Reflections Essay Activity
Tuesday, March 16

Reading – Chambers, “Poverty and livelihoods: whose 

reality counts?”; Crewe & Harrison, “Development: Failures & Successes”; Crewe * Harrison, “Conclusions

Reading Logs due by 5pm, Monday, March 15
Dean Richard Ray observes class
Thursday, March 18

Self-Reflections Essay Activity




Reading: Hancock, “Introduction: The Rain Kings”; 

Hancock, “Conclusion: Aid is Not Help”
Friday, March 19 

Self-Reflective Essay Due by midnight

Tuesday, March 23

No class, Spring Break

Thursday, March 25 

No class, Spring Break
Tuesday, March 30

Foreign Aid & International Development

Reading: Maren, “Introduction: Darkness and Light”; Uvin, “Introduction”; Uvin, “Development Aid: Conclusions…”


Reading Logs due by 5pm, Monday, March 29
Thursday, April 1 
Small Group Activity – Each group will be assigned an additional article on foreign aid & international development to prepare and class will discuss
First stage of paper due – Topic choice, thesis statement, abstract
Tuesday, April 6
 
Civil Society/Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
Reading: Fisher, “Doing Good? The Politics and Antipolitics of NGO Practices”; Sorj, “Civil-Societies North-South Relations”; 

Optional – van Tuijl, “NGOs and Human Rights”
Reading Logs due by 5pm, Monday, April 5
Thursday, April 8

Small Group Activity: Each group will be assigned an 

NGO to research and discuss how it relates to the readings discussed in last class



. 

Tuesday, April 13

The United States in the Developing World




Reading: Krueger, “Introduction”; Krueger, “U.S. Foreign 

Aid”; Lancaster, “How Smart are Aid Donors?”; Krueger, “The United States and Developing Countries”
 Reading Logs due by 5pm, Monday, April 12

What role is the U.S. playing in international development and foreign aid in the developing world? What role SHOULD and CAN the United States, as an industrialized, earlier developed country, play in assisting the developing world? What role DO, SHOULD, and CAN citizens of the United States play in positive international development? 
Thursday, April 15

Political Science and International Development




Readings: TBD
Second stage of paper due – Annotated Bibliography (APA format), revised thesis statement, introduction
Tuesday, April 20
 
Present Projects/Papers in Class
Thursday, April 22

No Class – Dr. Beard presenting at Midwest Political 

Science Association, Chicago, Illinois
Tuesday, April 27
 
Present Projects/Papers in Class


Thursday, April 29
Reflections: Write one + page, citing class readings, both assigned and those you gathered yourself, on the main take away points for you from this class. What is your view now of gender, peace and conflict? Why? Include reference to new point(s) you learned, ideas that struck you or about which you had not previously thought. Discussion will follow.



Thursday, April 29 – Final Paper Due by 7pm
This Syllabus is subject to change at my (Virginia Beard) discretion. If any changes become necessary, you will be given adequate notice in order to effectively complete all assignments. 

