POL 160 Global Feminisms
Dr. Annie G. Dandavati

POL 303, 4 credits

Tuesday/Thursday: 12:00-1:20 

Office Phone:  395-7984

Miller 241

Fall 2011

The purpose of this course is to examine women in the Two Thirds through the lenses of economics, politics and culture.  The course discusses non-western women and the inter-sectionality of race, class, colonization, religion, ethnicity and the rise of indigenous, independent women’s movements.  It moves on to focus on the role of International Financial Institutions and their impact on Gender and Economic Development.  It examines Structural Adjustment Programs and the consequences of the ‘feminization of poverty’.  It suggests alternative models of growth that are gender-centric and take into account sustainable development and eco-feminism.  The course looks at the role of religions and human rights and cultural change handling the debate on universalism and relativism and women’s rights as human rights.  It examines the role of the political parties and the quest of women’s groups to carve out spaces for themselves and women’s issues in a traditionally male dominated political system.  

The recommended books for purchase are Engendering Democracy in Chile by A. Dandavati, Peter Lang Publishing, 2005 and Women Across Cultures: A Global Perspective (third edition), by Burns, McGraw-Hill, 2011.  The books are meant to serve as guides for the course and the presentations and research paper.
Each student will be responsible for maintaining a Portfolio with six different creative pieces/written narratives/conceptual reflections related to class discussions will count towards 60% of your grade.  In addition, there will be a group research paper/oral presentation highlighting the role of women in the Two Thirds World.  It will be comparative in orientation and analyze gender in the realm of politics, economics, culture, globalization and social change. This presentation will extend over one class period and constitute 15% of the final grade.  The group research paper will be 15 – 20 pages long and constitute 25% of the final grade.  Grades will be docked for absences and this will be reflected in the “presentation” part of the final grade.  You are responsible for announcements made during class regarding deadlines, group assignments, etc. 

The following scale will be used to determine the final grade: 
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August 30th, September 1st 
What is the Third World?  Why this course?

The nexus of race, class, ethnicities, post-colonialism
Birth of ‘Third World’ Feminist theories

September 6th, September 8th 
Deconstructing Third World Women

Critiquing ‘first world’ theories

Introducing womanist perspectives

Who are “they”?


Burns, pp. 3-14, 244 -270
September 13th, September 15th
The political economy of gender 
Gender and Sustainable Development, WID, WAD and GAD

Burns, pp. 90-118, 
September 20th, September 22nd 
Domestic Servants and “Women’s Work”

Impact of neo-liberal-economics, IMF and SAPs
Eco-feminism & the Feminization of Poverty

Burns, pp. 122-146
September 27th, September 29th 
Women’s work and globalization

SEZs, Outsourcing and Maquiladoras 
Trafficking in gender, Sex industry, Mail-order brides
Burns, pp. 150-170

October 4th, October 6th
Women’s Rights and Human Rights

Relativist & Universalist arguments
Are Women’s Rights Human Rights?
October 13th
Women’s Health:  Sexuality, Reproductive Rights & AIDS


Burns, pp. 41-85 
October 18th, October 20th 
Women & Religion
Burns, pp. 174-202
October 25th, October 27th
Women in Politics, Role of political parties, Gender quotas

Dandavati, pp. 59-97
November 1st, November 3rd  
Impacting the State

Engendering Democracy in the State

Making the state gender-responsive


Burns, pp. 206-240; Dandavati, pp. 99-133
November 8th, November 10th 
Strategies for Change – Transitional Perspectives 

Is Sisterhood Global?

Role of IGOs, NGOs, Governments and International Conferences related to gender.
Burns, pp. 274-296

November 15th, November 17th  
Presentations

November 22nd 

Presentations

November 29th, December 1st 
Presentations
December 6th, December 8th 
Presentations, Catch-up
Mid-term grades are due on October 19, 2011 by 4:00 p.m.
