












LOCAL GOVERNMENT IMPACT FUTURE IMPACT:   

AN INVESTMENT IN HOPE COLLEGE IS AN 
INVESTMENT IN THE GREATER HOLLAND 
COMMUNITY.

During the fall of 2011 Hope 
launched the public phase of a 
$175 million comprehensive 
campaign. 

A Greater Hope, the Hope 
College Campaign, aims to increase the college’s 
endowment and construct several key facilities, both to 
secure the long-term future of Hope and Holland and to 
improve the ability to serve students and the community 
today. 

A Greater Hope will raise: $59 million for construction of 
new facilities, $93 million for endowment of programs, 
scholarships, faculty support, and facility maintenance, 
and $23 million for support of ongoing programs. 

Greater affordability and opportunities for students.

Greater support and recognition for faculty.

Greater performance and learning facilities for everyone.

 

Learn more about the initiatives of A Greater Hope and 
how you can get involved at:  

www.hope.edu/agreaterhope

ECONOMIC IMPACT       6       

About this study 
The data for this publication comes from a report titled “The Economic Impact of Hope College on the Holland 
Region,” completed on August 7, 2011 by Kevin B. Stokes of Indiana-based EconIMPACT.

Stokes is one of the leading providers of economic impact studies for private colleges. His clients have included 
Biola University, DePauw University, Franklin College, Concordia University of Chicago, Andrews University, 
Northwood University, Mount Union University and Wisconsin Lutheran College. He has taught economics at Walla 
Walla College, Southeast Asia Union College and statistics at the Webster University School of Business. Kevin 
received an MA in Economics from Washington State University and an MBA from the University of Bridgeport.
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Hope is grateful to be located in a 
welcoming and supportive community.  
 
Together we share things like these:

•	 The Hope Academy of Senior Professionals (HASP) 
includes a membership of over 550 retired professionals.

•	 The Children’s After School Achievement Program 
received the 2010 Outstanding Mentoring Program 
Award from Michigan’s Governor.

•	 Hundreds of lectures and performances are open to the 
public, including theatre, visiting writers and performers, 
faculty and guest lecturers, and student performances.

•	 Each summer, the college welcomes a community of over 
12,000 learners at conferences and camps. 

•	 Nearly 400 Hope freshmen work on over 30 different 
service projects in the community as part of “Time to 
Serve.”

•	 Dance Marathon, just one of Hope’s student-led 
organizations, has contributed over $920,000 during the 
past 12 years to the Children’s Miracle Network. 

•	 In cooperation with the Holland Visitors and Convention 
Bureau, Hope regularly hosts NCAA Division III 
championships as well as MHSAA high school contests.

•	 Hope was awarded the 2009 Corporate Leadership 
Award by the Holland Area Chamber of Commerce. 

•	 There are four worship services held in Dimnent Chapel 
each week, all open to community members.

•	 Hope and Holland partner on events like Tulip Time, 
Tulipanes, and the sister city relationship with Santiago de 
Queretaro, Mexico.

•	 Thanks to outstanding community support, Hope led the 
nation’s Division III colleges in attendance for volleyball, 
men’s and women’s basketball, and was second in men’s 
soccer.

BEYOND THE ECONOMICS

HOPE BY THE NUMBERS

78%  
Hope’s six-year graduation rate,  
2nd in the state only to U of M.

4 
Hope is the only liberal arts 
college in the nation with 
accreditation in all four areas of 
the arts.

25  
The number of books published 
by Hope faculty last year, in 
addition to nearly 200 articles.

13. 5%  
The decline in Hope’s energy 
usage over the past two years.

$5.4 million  
The amount of National Science 
Foundation grants Hope received 
for undergraduate research last 
year, more than any other college 
or university in West Michigan.

96%  
of recent graduates are employed, 
in graduate school, or not seeking 
employment within eight months 
of graduation.

3/4  
of Hope alumni attend their  
first-choice graduate school.

42% 
The national average of tuition 
increase over the past two years 
at private colleges has been 42% 
higher than Hope’s.


