
Declaring a Major or Minor 
 

 
 You may declare a major any time after your first semester of college work.  Until you 
complete the form on the following page, you are considered undeclared.  Major declaration forms 
are available on-line and from the Registrar’s Office in the DeWitt Center. 

 
 When you formally declare your major, you will be assigned an academic advisor in your 
major by the department chairperson. 

 
 Most students declare a major by the end of their sophomore year; in this way, they can 
have an advisor from their major department and allow sufficient planning for a timely graduation. 

 
 Completing a major declaration is a statement of intent. To graduate with a major in your 
declared field, you will need to meet certain requirements--most often completion of the general 
education curriculum, a 2.00 GPA in your major field, and a 2.00 GPA in all Hope courses.  If you 
fail to meet these requirements, you will not earn your degree.  If you have questions about degree 
requirements, please run a degree evaluation or speak to your academic advisor.  A few majors--
notably education, social work, and nursing--have different requirements for admission to their 
programs.  Check with these departments if you have questions. 

 
 You may declare up to three majors; please complete a separate form for each major. 

 
 As the form indicates, it is easy to revise a declared major.  Upon receiving your revised 
major declaration, the chairperson will assign you a new advisor.  The Registrar’s Office will notify 
you of the change after updating your records. 

 
 Periodically, departments are sent lists of their majors and minors.  Departments often use 
these lists to invite students to take part in departmental activities.  Some majors--like special 
education, music, nursing, and some sciences--are highly structured, and students who declare 
majors late may have difficulty graduating in four years.  You are encouraged, therefore, to declare 
your major as soon as you feel fairly confident about your choice and to consult with faculty in your 
major department. 

 
 While we want to encourage you to participate fully in the liberal arts experience, we also 
want to help you begin to narrow your choice of majors by the end of your sophomore year. 
Please read through the pink pages of this booklet or speak with your academic advisor, if you 
need some help making these decisions.



 



Although minors are not required for your degree unless you intend to be certified to teach at the 
secondary level, you may declare a minor by completing the form shown below.   

 
Please note that only one minor can be listed on your transcript. 

 


