 

Post Institute Session


Friday, June 30, 2006, 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.


“Project Zero: Artful Thinking”- Traverse City Area Public Schools


FEE:  $35 
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Artful Thinking is a program currently in development by Harvard Project Zero in collaboration with the Traverse City, Michigan Area Public Schools (TCAPS), located in Northwest Michigan. The program is one component of a larger TCAPS grant from the US Department of Education to develop a model approach for integrating art into classroom instruction of core curriculum subject areas. The purpose of the Artful Thinking Program is to help classroom teachers use visual art and music in their curriculum in ways that strengthen student thinking and learning.


Classroom teachers are using the Artful Thinking program to create rich connections between works of art and curricular topics and as a force for developing students’ thinking dispositions. This program results in students developing deeper understanding of mathematics, social studies, language arts and science.   Currently the program targets grades K-9 and will eventually be expanded to all grades.  An artist’s palette is used as a conceptual framework and works as a central metaphor for implementing new instructional strategies. The Artful Thinking Palette is comprised of 6 thinking dispositions which emphasize intellectual behaviors such as asking provocative questions, making careful observations, exploring multiple viewpoints, and reasoning with evidence. These 6 dispositions are developed through the use of "thinking routines." Thinking routines are short, easy-to-learn mini-strategies that extend and deepen students’ thinking and become part of the fabric of everyday classroom life. They are used flexibly and repeatedly with art, and with a wide variety of topics in the curriculum, particularly in language arts and social studies.


Another emphasis of Artful Thinking involves “making thinking visible.”  Consider how often what we learn reflects what others are doing around us. We watch, we imitate, we adapt what we see to our own styles and interests, and we build from there.  Now imagine learning to dance when the dancers around you are all invisible. Imagine learning a sport when the players who already know the game can't be seen. To an extent this unrealistic expectation occurs all too frequently in one very important area of learning: learning to think.  The presenters will invite you to participate in lessons that demonstrate strategies for making thinking visible and employ thinking routines that foster specific thinking dispositions.


Artful Thinking is part of Project Zero’s long history of work in the areas of thinking dispositions and visible thinking. The program is closely related to two recent Project Zero projects: � HYPERLINK "http://pzweb.harvard.edu/Research/ArtWks.htm" �Art Works for Schools�, and � HYPERLINK "http://pzweb.harvard.edu/Research/InnInt.htm" �Innovating with Intelligence�. 








Learn from practitioners how Artful Thinking strengthens student thinking and learning.








