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For the Chapel Choir, the
future is brighter than ever.

Because now, the choir’s distinctive robes
are as bright as ever, thanks to the Hope
family.

The effort to raise funding to replace the
aging Chapel Choir robes with faithful
reproductions has been a complete success.
Some 150 choir alumni responded to the call
for donations, raising more than $16,000.

Based on the strong initial response, the
college ordered the robes even as the
fundraising effort continued. They arrived
in time to debut during Christmas Vespers,
held on Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 4-5.

“I’m overwhelmed by it,” said Brad
Richmond, associate professor of music and
choral activities. “The robes themselves turned
out terrifically, I think, but more remarkable is
the response to the whole process.”

“In no time at all we had more than
enough money,” he said.  “But more than
the money, it was the commentary that
people would pass along with it.”

As reported in the October issue of news

from Hope College, the choir’s robes, color
coded by voice, were devised by interna-
tionally acclaimed designers Charles and
Ray Eames in the 1950s.  The aged robes
were wearing out, but given their history
with Hope and their pedigree, the college
was eager to retain their look and character.
The Shenandoah Robe Company of
Roanoke, Va., crafted reproductions based
on samples provided by Hope.

The college purchased 66 robes, more
than enough needed to attire the 40-some-
member choir—the extras will provide
flexibility to accommodate a variety of
heights and also variations in the number of
singers in each section—yellow for soprano,
orange for alto, red for tenor and violet for
bass.  (Examples of the previous robes are
being preserved, with representatives of each
color being shared with the Joint Archives of
Holland and the De Pree Art Center.)

The contributions more than paid for the
new robes.  The surplus raised will support
the choir in another way, helping to under-
write the group’s trip to Europe in May.

Editor’s Note: For more on this year’s choir
tour, please see page six.

2 NFHC February 2005

Campus Notes

Quote, unquote is an
eclectic sampling of things
said at and about Hope
College.

The following three reminiscences are among
the many responses sent by Chapel Choir
alumni when invited to reflect on their experi-
ence with the choir or with Prof. Robert
Cavanaugh, director from 1940 into the 1970s.

“Dr. Robert Cavanaugh, our choir direc-
tor, our teacher and friend, gave my four
years at Hope a dimension which has
impacted my life.  We students knew he
was there for us in counsel and support and
we esteemed his wisdom and friendship.

“He had a wonderful sense of humor
and always had a twinkle in his eye.  Prof
always wore a green tie on St. Patrick’s
Day, knowing he would earn a few wise-
cracks from his orange-clad choir.

“A memory I shall never forget hap-
pened on Good Friday evening when our
bus was wending its way back to Holland
after our California tour.  We asked Prof if
we could disembark and have a worship
service. There in the darkness of the night
desert, illuminated only by a myriad of
bright stars, we prayed and sang alongside
the highway. ‘Were You There?’ echoed
through the night’s vastness, with each
verse begun at random by a choir member.
I never sing that spiritual without feeling
the oneness of a special community at
Hope College.”

— Carole Hoffs ’55 Bos
Pasadena, Calif.

“I remember wearing those robes on
their inaugural tour!  The audible oohs and

ahs were awesome—they really made a
statement!

“Yeh, it’s time!  Enjoy being the next
group to wear new ones!  With many fond
memories,”

— Betty Whitaker ’62 Jackson
(mother of Paul ’02 and Nancy ’04)
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

“Upon confessing that I could not read
music during a staff worship meeting,
Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, the RCA
general secretary, exclaimed, ‘How did you
ever get into the Hope College choir?’ He
and I are classmates, graduating in ’67, and
were on choir tour that same year.  I don’t
know how I got into the choir.  I know that
the audition was awful and I was very sur-
prised and thrilled that my name was on the
new choir list.  Perhaps I got in because I am
a tenor and do have a good ear for music.
Also, Prof. may have seen how badly I
wanted to be a Chapel Choir member.

“Regardless, Chapel Choir was the high-
light of the extra-curricular activities at
Hope College. I went on three choir tours,
twice to New York and in ’67 to California.
Choir was my fraternity and sorority.  The
daily rehearsals were a spiritual blessing.
The friendship formed in choir continues to
this day. One choir member, Kelly Bakker,
became my brother-in-law. The special
friendship I formed with Dr. Cavanaugh
continued after graduation. All of us
mourned the death of our beloved Prof.
However, the value of life is determined by
what we do and leave behind. Dr.
Cavanaugh gave much and left even more
behind for us to remember and enjoy.  He
truly was a blessing from God, and to Him
we express our praise and gratitude.”

— Rev. Dr. Albert Vander Meer ’67
South Holland, Ill.
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On the cover
A mix of music moments from the department of music’s first 100 years are featured on
page one.  Note the Chapel Choir rehearsing aboard ship while traveling to Europe in the
1960s, the Anchor article announcing a wartime appearance by the Trapp Family
Singers of Sound of Music fame, and the circa 1905 photo of English Professor John
Nykerk astride a horse next to Graves Hall.  All of the images, as are all the vintage
images on the center spread, are from the Hope College Collection of the Joint Archives of
Holland.

Chapel Choir clad anew

Volume 36, No. 4 February 2005

“Quote, unquote”

Thanks to the generous response from the Hope family, the Chapel Choir is
bedecked in brand-new robes—carefully made replicas of the distinctive Eames-
designed robes the choir has worn for more than 40 years.  The garments debuted
with Christmas Vespers.
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CHOIR CD: The Chapel Choir has
released a new compact disc.

Pange Lingua features recordings made in
the spring of 2002 and 2003 at Dimnent
Memorial Chapel and St. Francis de Sales
Catholic Church.  Copies are available for $10
at the Hope-Geneva Bookstore.

The CD features a variety of works, and
includes two pieces sung in Latin and one in
Thai. Among the selections is “Nunc
Dimittis,” composed by Brad Richmond,
director of the Chapel Choir since 1998.  The
compact disc features 11 tracks.

The Hope-Geneva Bookstore is located
on the ground level of the DeWitt Center
and is open Mondays from 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m.; Tuesdays from 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
Wednesdays-Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m.; and Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The bookstore can also be visited online at
www.hope.edu/bookstore/ or called at (616)
395-7833 or 1-800-946-4673.

TSUNAMI WITNESS: Hope College
student Claire Koen of Saratoga, Calif., had a
close-up view of the devastating tsunami of
Sunday, Dec. 26: she was outside near the
beach with her mother in Thailand, when the
first wave hit.

Koen and her family—her parents and her
younger twin brothers—were on vacation at
an oceanfront resort in Phuket when the
tsunami struck.  The family was battered by
the successive waves, which devastated the
area, but managed to escape them, her
parents along the way rescuing two small
children who were also in the water’s path.
Ultimately the Koen family was able to get a
flight back to Singapore, where they also
have a home.  Koen was back on campus for
the start of the spring semester.

Even before classes started, the Hope
community was responding to the interna-
tional disaster. Campus Ministries
co-sponsored a concert held in Dimnent
Memorial Chapel during the first weekend
of the semester, on Saturday, Jan. 15, on
behalf of Indonesian orphanages directly
impacted by the earthquake and tsunami.
Among other efforts, theatre students orga-
nized a February 10 benefit evening of scenes
and songs to raise donations, and—in a show
of bi-partisan cooperation—the Hope
Republicans and Hope Democrats banded
together to raise money for tsunami relief.

ADVANCEMENT RECOGNIZED: Hope
has been honored for three of its advance-
ment programs by the Great Lakes District of
the Council for Advancement and Support of
Education (CASE), including with a top
award for the college’s new Parent Relations
program.

Hope received a Gold Award in the
“Alumni Relations Best Practices/ Individual
Projects” category for launching the college’s
new comprehensive Parent Relations
Program in 2003.  In addition, the college
received two awards in the “Fundraising Best
Practices/ Individual Projects” category: a
Silver Award for the Legacies: A Vision of Hope
comprehensive campaign, and an Honorable
Mention for the summer, 2003, phonathon on
behalf of the campaign.

The awards were made through “The
Pride of CASE V District Awards Program,”
and were presented on Tuesday, Dec. 14,
during a luncheon scheduled as part of the
annual CASE V conference held in Chicago,
Ill.  Programs were honored for excellence at
the Gold, Silver or Bronze level, or with
Honorable Mention.

Campus Notes
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Prof honored nationally
Dr. Thomas Ludwig

has received national
acclaim for his teaching.

Dr. Ludwig, a professor of psycholo-
gy, has been named the 2005 recipient of
the national Charles L. Brewer
Distinguished Teaching of Psychology
Award by the American Psychological
Foundation.

The award recognizes a significant
career contribution to the teaching of
psychology.  Dr. Ludwig will be formally
recognized during the annual convention
of the American Psychological
Association, scheduled for Thursday-
Sunday, Aug. 18-21, in Washington, D.C.
The honor includes delivering an invited
address during the convention, which is
attended by several thousand psycholo-
gists each year.

“There are several different teaching
awards,” said Dr. David Myers, a long-
time colleague on the Hope faculty, “but
this is like the Nobel Prize of awards for
the teaching of psychology.  Only one is
given per year by the American
Psychological Association’s affiliated
foundation.”

It is not the first time that Dr.
Ludwig, a pioneer in adapting the com-
puter and Internet technology for use in
psychology education, has received
national or international recognition.  In
1997, he received the Silver World Medal
in the College Division of the New York
Festivals’ “International Interactive
Multimedia Awards” for his PsychQuest:
Interactive Exercises for Psychology.  He also
received the “Best Psychology Software”
award in the 1990 EDUCOM/NCRIPTAL
Higher Education Software Awards com-
petition for his PsychSim II: Interactive
Graphic Simulations for Psychology.

“Few college faculty in American
have exhibited more recognized excel-
lence for specific, pioneering pedagogy
than has Tom,” said Dr. Myers, who is
the John Dirk Werkman Professor of
Psychology.  “He is the world’s recog-
nized leader of computer-assisted
instruction for psychology.  It’s impossi-
ble to know precisely how many stu-
dents have engaged his learning materi-
als at colleges and universities world-
wide, but very likely it is in the hundreds
of thousands.”

Dr. Ludwig also shares his expertise
with the department in a variety of
ways.  For example, he has created a
Web site used by all of the faculty who

teach the college’s “Introduction to
Psychology” course, and has pro-
grammed several research assignments
for the course.  He also regularly assists
his colleagues in their own use of
instructional technology.

“He is probably one of the most
humble, dedicated and generous per-
sons with his time,” said Dr. Patricia
Roehling, professor of psychology and
chair of the department.  “A day doesn’t
go by when somebody doesn’t drop by
with some technology-related issue and
he drops everything to help with those
questions.  He’s worked very hard to
teach all of us how to use the most up-

to-date information technology.”
Even as he reaches students around

the world with his instructional software,
Dr. Ludwig finds additional interesting
ways to connect his Hope students to his
discipline.  In teaching “Developmental
Psychology,” for example, he regularly
invites parents bring in their infants and
young children so that the students can
see how the principles they are learning
take living form.

“For me, ‘Baby Day’ is one of the
highlights of each semester,’” he said.
“People come up to me 15 or 20 years
after they graduate, and one of the things
they always remember from Develop-
mental Psychology is ‘Baby Day.’  It’s a

challenging day for me because I can
never predict what the babies are going to
do, but I love doing it.”

Dr. Ludwig has been a member of
the Hope faculty since 1977.  He is the
author of numerous articles published in
scholarly journals, on topics including
not only the use of computer technology
in teaching but also his research interests
in development psychology, gerontology
and cognitive psychology.  Hope pre-
sented him with its Provost’s Award for
Excellence in Teaching in 2003.

He developed the first version of
PsychSim in 1985 to accompany the popu-
lar introductory psychology text authored
by Dr. Myers and published by Worth
Publishers.  Worth has since published the
subsequent versions of PsychSim, as well
as additional software and Internet pack-
ages Dr. Ludwig has developed.

PsychSim is currently in its fifth edition
and features 42 interactive modules which
demonstrate key psychological principles.
To introduce instructors to PsychSim, a
total of 20 of the exercises are freely avail-
able through the publisher’s Web site
(http://bcs.worthpublishers.com/psych-
sim5/launcher.html).

In addition to PsychSim, Dr. Ludwig
has also created PsychQuest which con-
sists of eight in-depth modules in which
students apply psychological principles
to their experiences; PsychInquiry, which
contains 20 research simulations and
critical thinking exercises; and
PsychOnline, a complete distance-learn-
ing psychology course.  He also devel-
oped and taught Hope’s first online
course (“Developmental Psychology”)
in 1999, and recently completed
Exploring Human Development, a two-
CD-ROM set of instructional activities
co-authored with professors at four
other universities.

“Baby Day” is popular with both psychologist Thomas Ludwig and his students.
Dr. Ludwig recently received the American Psychological Foundation’s
Distinguished Teaching Award, a recognition of contributions that have
included ground-breaking instructional software used internationally.

“This is like the Nobel Prize of awards
for the teaching of psychology. Only one
is given per year...”

—Dr. David Myers
long-time colleague of 
Dr. Thomas Ludwig
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Events

March 18, Friday—Spring Recess begins, 8 a.m.
March 28, Monday—Spring Recess ends, 8 a.m.

Campus Visits: The Admissions Office is open from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. weekdays, and from 9 a.m. until noon on Saturdays.
Tours and admissions interviews are available during the
summer as well as the school year.  Appointments are rec-
ommended.
Visitation Days offer specific programs for prospective stu-
dents, including transfers and high school juniors and
seniors.  The programs show students and their parents a
typical day in the life of a Hope student.  The remaining days
for 2004-05 are Monday, Feb. 21, and Friday, March 4.
Junior Days: Friday, April 1; Friday, April 15; Friday, April 22
Pre-Professional Day: Wednesday, May 25
For further information about any Admissions Office event, please
call (616) 395-7850, or toll free 1-800-968-7850; check on-line at
www.hope.edu/admissions; or write: Hope College Admissions
Office; 69 E. 10th St.; PO Box 9000; Holland, MI; 49422-9000.

Dance 31—Thursday-Saturday, March 10-12
DeWitt Center main theatre, 8 p.m.
Tickets are $7 for regular adult admission and $5 for senior cit-
izens and students. Tickets will be available beginning
Thursday, Feb. 24, through the theatre lobby box office in the
DeWitt Center, which is open weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and can be called at (616) 395-7890.

Sacred Dance Concert—Sunday, April 10
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 2 p.m. Admission is free.

Spring Student Dance Concert—Monday-Tuesday, April
18-19

Knickerbocker Theatre, 8 p.m. Admission is free.

“Cultural Reflections”—Through Thursday, March 17
Inuit art from the Dennos Museum Center at North-
western Michigan College.

“Senior Show”—Friday, April 1-Sunday, May 8
Work by graduating Hope seniors.  There will be an
opening reception on Friday, April 1.

“Works by the late Stanley Harrington ’58”—Saturday,
May14-Saturday, June 11

Professor Harrington was a member of the art faculty from
1964 to 1968. The memorial exhibition is being curated by
Delbert Michel, professor emeritus of art. Proceeds from
the sale of works will benefit the Harrington Art Award
Fund at the college. There will be a formal opening on
Saturday, May 14, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

The gallery is open Sunday and Monday from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.;
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. until 5
p.m.; and on Thursday from 10 a.m. until 9 p.m.  Admission is free.

Downtown Holland at 86 East Eighth Street
The Knickerbocker is closed on Sundays.  Tickets are $6 for
regular adult admission, and $5 for senior citizens and students.
For more information, please call (616) 395-7403 or visit
www.hope.edu/arts/knick.

Tuesday, March 8—Mary Pipher, psychologist and writer;
Dimnent Memorial Chapel

Tuesday, March 15—Carlos Eire, scholar and memoirist; and
Vyvyane Loh, novelist, dancer and MD.

The readings will be at the Knickerbocker Theatre beginning at 7
p.m., except for the March 8 reading in Dimnent Memorial Chapel.
Live music by the Hope College Jazz Chamber Ensemble will precede
the readings beginning at 6:30 p.m. Admission is free. 

Nnenna Freelon—Friday, Feb. 25:  Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 7:30 p.m.

Dynamo Theatre in Me Me Me—Wednesday-Thursday,
March 30-31, Knickerbocker Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

Tickets for Great Performance Series events are $14 for regular
adult admission, $12 for senior citizens and members of the Hope
faculty and staff, and $5 for children under 18 and Hope students.
Tickets will be sold at the theatre lobby box office in the DeWitt
Center.  The box office is open weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
can be called at (616) 395-7890.  

Dr. Gail Archer, Organist—Tuesday, Feb. 22: room 113 of
Nykerk Hall of Music, 8 p.m. Because seating is limited,
please call the department at (616) 395-7650 for a free ticket.
Opera Workshop—Thursday, Feb. 24:  Wichers Auditorium
of Nykerk Hall of Music, 6 p.m.  Admission is free.
Wind Symphony Concert—Friday, March 4: Dimnent
Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.  Admission is free.
Faculty Recital—Saturday, March 5: pianist Lora Kolean ’97,
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 4 p.m. Admission is free.
Musical Showcase—Monday, March 7:  DeVos Hall, Grand
Rapids, Mich., 8 p.m.  Tickets are $10, and are available at the
office of public and community relations, (616) 395-7860.
Admission to the showcase and the 6:30 p.m. pre-concert
reception together is $12.
Orchid Ensemble—Wednesday, March 9: Knickerbocker
Theatre, 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are $5 for the general public with
admission free for the Hope community; tickets will be avail-
able at the door.
Faculty Recital Series—Sunday, March 13: Wichers
Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music, 3 p.m. Admission is free.
Verdi String Quartet—Monday, March 14: Dimnent
Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are $14 for regular
admission, $12 for senior citizens and members of the Hope
faculty and staff, and $5 for children under 18 and Hope stu-
dents.  Tickets will be available on Thursday, March 3, at the
theatre lobby box office in the DeWitt Center.  The box office
is open weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and can be called at
(616) 395-7890.
Dr. Ann Labounsky, Organist—Tuesday, March 29:  room
113 of Nykerk Hall of Music, 8 p.m. Because seating is
limited, please call the department at (616) 395-7650 for a free
ticket.
Delta Omicron “April Fool’s Concert”—Friday, April 1:
Wichers Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music, 7:30 p.m.
Admission is free.
Chapel Choir “Home” Concert—Monday, April 4: St.
Francis de Sales Catholic Church, 7:30 p.m. Admission is free.
Guest Artists—Tuesday, April 5: Kalamazoo Symphony
Woodwind Quintet, 7:30 p.m. Loc. TBA. Admission is free.
Orchestra Concert—Friday, April 8: Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 7:30 p.m.  Admission is free.
Jazz Combos Concerts—Monday-Tuesday, April 11-12:
Wichers Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music, 7 p.m.
Admission is free.
Faculty Recital Series—Sunday, April 17: Wichers Audi-
torium of Nykerk Hall of Music, 3 p.m. With guests hornist
Bill Kuyper ’61 and cellist Kermit Moore. Admission is free.
Women’s Chamber Choir Concert—Monday, April 18: St.
Francis de Sales Catholic Church, 7:30 p.m. Admission is free.

Honors Convocation—Thursday, April 28
Baccalaureate and Commencement—Sunday, May 8

The Icefishing Play—Thursday-Friday, Feb. 17-18, and
Wednesday-Saturday, Feb. 23-26

DeWitt Center, main theatre, 8 p.m.; By Kevin Kling
The Good Person of Setzuan—Friday-Saturday, April 15-16,
and Wednesday-Saturday, April 20-23

DeWitt Center, main theatre, 8 p.m.; By Bertolt Brecht
Tickets for Hope College Theatre productions are $7 for regular
adult admission, $5 for Hope faculty and staff, and $4 for senior cit-
izens and students, and available approximately two weeks before
the productions open.  The ticket office is open weekdays from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. and until 8 p.m. on performance nights, and may be
called at (616) 395-7890.
Freezing Paradise, with Kevin Kling—Saturday, Feb. 19

DeWitt Center, main theatre, 8 p.m.
Tickets are $10 for regular admission and $5 for senior citizens
and students, and are available at the theatre lobby box office in
the DeWitt Center.  The box office is open weekdays from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and can be called at (616) 395-7890.

Regional Events
San Francisco, Calif.—Monday, March 21

A 6:30 p.m. dinner with President James Bultman ’63,
Martie Tucker ’63 Bultman and Dr. Stephen
Hemenway of the English faculty at the World Trade
Club.

Grand Rapids, Mich.—Saturday, April 2
Mid-afternoon, featuring the Henry Moore exhibit at
Frederik Meijer Gardens.

Washington, D.C.—Thursday, April 21
A dinner with President James Bultman ’63 and Martie
Tucker ’63 Bultman at the Austrian embassy, home of
Drs. Thomas ’59 and Eva Nowotny.

Basking Ridge, N.J.—Saturday, April 23
Mahwah, N.J.—Sunday, April 24
New York City—Monday, April 25

More information about these three events TBA.
Alumni Weekend—Friday-Sunday, May 6-8

Includes reunions for every fifth class, ’40 through ’80.
Alumni Trip—June 11-25

An educational trip through northern Italy for alumni and
friends of the college, led by Dr. John Quinn, associate pro-
fessor of classics.  

For more information concerning the above events, please call the
Office of Alumni and Parent Relations at (616) 395-7250 or visit
the Alumni Association Web site at:  www.hope.edu/alumni/

Updates on events, news and athletics at Hope may be
obtained 24 hours a day by calling (616) 395-7888.

Admissions

De Pree Gallery
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Legacies: A Vision of Hope

A lasting legacy
As Hope’s largest single fund-raising effort succeeds, the real winners are
the students who will benefit from the campaign for generations to come.

The Legacies: A Vision of Hope
comprehensive campaign has
successfully concluded as the
largest single fund-raising effort in
the college’s history.

Hope has raised more than $137 million from more than
3,300 donors through the campaign, well above the college’s
goal of $105 million.  The college also raised nearly $15
million through its annual “Hope Fund” effort from 2000
through 2004, for a combined total of more than $152 million,
making it one of the largest fund-raising efforts by a non-
profit organization in West Michigan history.

Hope announced the successful end to the multi-year
campaign on Friday, Jan. 28, in conjunction with the January
meeting of the college’s Board of Trustees.

“By any measure, this was a wonderfully successful
capital campaign,” said President Dr. James E. Bultman ’63.
“That the money was raised during a period of economic
recession in our country and especially in western Michigan
makes the amount even more remarkable.”

“It’s very humbling and gratifying to have this level of
support from our constituency, and we thank our alumni and
our friends who have been so faithful and generous in their
support,” he said.  “And we acknowledge also God’s grace
and goodness to us as an institution.”

Joel Bouwens ’74, chairman of the Board of Trustees,
agreed, citing the lasting role that the campaign will play at
the college.

“These gifts will enable Hope to have a positive impact on
the lives of students for many years to come,” Bouwens said.

“Hope’s alumni and friends are very generous, and we’re
extremely grateful for the support that Hope has received,
not only locally but also nationally,” he said. “This level of
giving suggests the Hope community is supportive of its
mission; they believe that the college carries out its mission
effectively and efficiently; and they are confident the college
will continue to hold true to its mission.”

Bouwens also expressed appreciation for the campaign’s
three co-chairs and the college’s presidential leadership, as
well as the efforts of the college’s advancement staff.

“Our three chairs, Peter Cook, Peter Huizenga [’60] and
Phil Miller [’65], provided great leadership for this cam-
paign,” he said. “[Former President] John Jacobson started
out with a strong vision, and President Bultman built on that
vision and met the challenge of bringing it to a successful con-
clusion. All the members of the fund-raising team, under the
leadership first of Bob DeYoung [’56] and then of Bill
Anderson, also deserve to be commended for their outstand-
ing work.”

The Legacies: A Vision of Hope comprehensive campaign
featured four primary initiatives: building a new science
center and renovating the Peale Science Center; increasing the
endowment to provide on-going support for college opera-
tions and programs; building the Martha Miller Center for
Global Communication and making a variety of campus
improvements; and building the DeVos Fieldhouse.

The college announced the campaign in October of 2000 as
an $85 million effort including the first three components.
The DeVos Fieldhouse, anchored by a $7.5 million leadership
gift from the Richard and Helen DeVos Foundation, was
announced as a separate fund-raising initiative in March of
2001, and was made a part of the campaign in January of
2002, bringing the total goal to $105 million.

Work on all four components proceeded even as fund-
raising continued.

The science center project included construction of both a
new, 85,900 square foot building and the renovation of the
existing, 72,000 square foot Peale Science Center.  The new
building opened in August of 2003, and the renovation of the
adjacent Peale building was completed in August of 2004.
The combined structures house the departments of biology,
chemistry, geological and environmental sciences, nursing
and psychology.  The project totaled $36 million.

The college broke ground in late April of 2004 for both the
Richard and Helen DeVos Fieldhouse and the Martha Miller
Center for Global Communication.  Construction on both
continues, with the Martha Miller Center expected to be
ready for the 2005-06 school year and the DeVos Fieldhouse
scheduled to open during the fall of 2005.

The Martha Miller Center will house the departments of
communication and of modern and classical languages, as
well as the offices of international education and multicultur-
al life.  The 49,000 square foot building is named in honor of
the late Martha Muller ’24 Miller, who died in 1999 at age 96,
in recognition of a $3 million leadership gift her family made
on behalf of the project through her estate.  The project totals
$12 million.

The DeVos Fieldhouse will house offices for the depart-
ment of kinesiology and the college’s athletic training
program, and will become home court for the volleyball and
men’s and women’s basketball programs.  Owned and oper-
ated by Hope, the fieldhouse will serve as a community

resource for local events, helping to meet an area-wide need
for such space.  Among other uses, it will be a home court for
Holland Christian men’s basketball.

The 102,000 square foot building is being built on
Fairbanks Avenue south of Ninth Street.  Particular emphasis
has been placed on the fieldhouse site itself, with extensive
use of green space intended to create a park-like setting
designed to help enhance the visual appeal of the main
eastern gateway to downtown and campus.

The fieldhouse is being named for Richard and Helen
DeVos in honor of their foundation’s leadership gift.  The
total project cost is $22 million.

Additional campus projects already completed include
the construction of new weight and exercise rooms, and of
two new dance studios, in the Dow Center, and the restora-
tion of the stained glass windows and mortar joints of
landmark Dimnent Memorial Chapel.  A major restoration of
the historic Skinner organ in the chapel began at the begin-
ning of January and is expected to continue through the fall.
Projects remaining include the renovation of Graves and
Lubbers halls, both of which will likely begin in 2006, after
some of the buildings’ occupants have moved to the new
Martha Miller Center.

Gifts in support of endowment have totaled more than $52
million. The campaign added 167 new endowment funds,
including 138 new scholarships and four new endowed chairs.

Approximately 70 percent of the $137.5 million raised
through Legacies is in gifts already received and short-term
pledges.  The remaining 30 percent, about $41 million, is in
the form of deferred gifts, such as provisions made by
members of the Hope family through their estate planning.

The total raised through Legacies: A Vision of Hope more
than doubles the previous high for a single fund-raising effort
at the college.  An earlier campaign, Hope in the Future, con-
cluded in June of 1994 having raised $58.1 million, surpassing
its goal of $50 million.

The largest single fund-raising effort in the college’s history, Legacies: A Vision of Hope has already had a major
impact on the college and will continue to shape the campus and Hope programs in the years to come.
Announcing the campaign’s successful conclusion in January, President James Bultman ’63 and Trustee
Chairman Joel Bouwens ’74 unveil the total.
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Events

CHAPEL CHOIR TOUR
Director: Brad Richmond

Instead of conducting a stateside March tour this year, the
Chapel Choir will tour France and the Netherlands in May.

Planned appearances in France include an evening per-
formance in Caen on Thursday, May 12; a late afternoon
performance in historic Chartres Cathedral on Friday, May
13; and participation in the Pentecost Sunday morning
worship service followed by a short concert at the American
Church in Paris on May 15.  In the Netherlands, the choir’s
plans include a performance at a school near Maastricht plus
an evening concert with a local choir on Tuesday, May 17; an
evening concert in the central Netherlands on Wednesday,
May 18; and a midday performance as part of the regular
concert series at historic St. Janskerk in Gouda on Thursday,
May 19.

The tour will also provide sight-seeing opportunities for
the choir in France, Belgium and the Netherlands.  The itin-
erary will include visits to the Normandy D-Day beaches, the
palace and gardens of Versailles, the Notre Dame Cathedral,
the Louvre Museum, Brugge and Brussels, and the Het Loo
Royal Palace and Gardens, and a cruise of Amsterdam’s
canals.

* * *
The Chapel Choir will present its annual “Home” concert

on Monday, April 4, at 7:30 p.m. at St. Francis de Sales
Catholic Church in Holland.

SYMPHONETTE TOUR
Director: Richard Piippo

Thursday, March 17—Resurrection Reformed Church, Flint,
Mich., 7:30 p.m.

Friday, March 18—St. John’s Episcopal Church, Detroit,
Mich., 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 19—Grace Church, Port Huron, Mich., 7:30
p.m.

Sunday, March 20—Grace United Methodist Church,
Zanesville, Ohio, 7 p.m.

Monday, March 21—Winton Woods High School, Cincinnati,
Ohio, noon

Tuesday, March 22—Holy Trinity Episcopal Church,
Clemson, S.C., 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, March 23—Trinity Church, Southport, N.C., 7
p.m.

MEN’S TRACK
Indoor

Sat., Feb. 19 ........................................at Wis.-OshKosh, 10 a.m.
Fri., March 4 .......................................at Carthage, Wis., 5 p.m.

Spring Trip
Sat., March 19................................at Coastal Carolina, 10 a.m.
Sat., March 26 .........................................at Emory, Ga., 10 a.m.

Outdoor
Sat., April 2..........................*Albion & Olivet at Albion, noon
Wed., April 6........................*Alma & Adrian at Alma, 2 p.m.
Wed., April 13 .......................*CALVIN & TRI-STATE, 2 p.m.
Sat., April 23..................................at Eastern Michigan, 4 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., April 29-30.....................................at Hillsdale Relays
Thurs.-Fri., May 5-6...................................*MIAA FIELD DAY
Wed., May 11...........................at Aquinas Invitational, 4 p.m.
Thurs.-Fri., May 12-13 ........at North Central, Ill. Invitational
Thurs.-Fri., May 19-20 ........at North Central, Ill. Invitational

WOMEN’S TRACK
Indoor

Sat., Feb. 19 ........................................at Wis.-OshKosh, 10 a.m.
Fri., March 4 .......................................at Carthage, Wis., 5 p.m.

Spring Trip
Sat., March 19................................at Coastal Carolina, 10 a.m.
Sat., March 26 .........................................at Emory, Ga., 10 a.m.

Outdoor
Sat., April 2..........................*Albion & Olivet at Albion, noon
Wed., April 6........................*Alma & Adrian at Alma, 2 p.m.
Wed., April 13 .......................*CALVIN & TRI-STATE, 2 p.m.
Sat., April 23..................................at Eastern Michigan, 4 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., April 29-30.....................................at Hillsdale Relays
Thurs.-Fri., May 5-6...................................*MIAA FIELD DAY
Wed., May 11...........................at Aquinas Invitational, 4 p.m.
Thurs.-Fri., May 12-13 ........at North Central, Ill. Invitational
Thurs.-Fri., May 19-20 ........at North Central, Ill. Invitational
*MIAA Meet
Home meets held at Ekdal J. Buys Athletic Fields located at
13th Street and Fairbanks Avenue.

BASEBALL
Early Season

Fri., March 4...............................at De Pauw, Ind.(DH), 1 p.m.
Sat., March 5 .....................................at Franklin, Ind.(DH), tba
Tues., March 15 .............................................AQUINAS, 3 p.m.

Spring Trip
Sat., March 19.........................#Marion, Wis. (DH), 12:30 p.m.
Mon., March 21.................#Saint John’s, Minn. (DH), 10 a.m.
Tues., March 22 .....................#Elmhurst, Ill. (DH), 12:30 p.m.
Wed., March 23 ...............................#St. Mary’s, Minn., 3 p.m.
Thurs., March 24 .............#St. Norbert, Wis. (DH), 12:30 p.m.
Fri., March 25...................................#Carthage, Wis., 9:30 a.m.
#Games played in Port Charlotte, Fla.

Regular Season
Mon.-Tues., March 28-29 ...................*at Alma, 3 p.m., 1 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., April 1-2 ..............................*CALVIN, 3 p.m., 1 p.m.
Tues., April 5 .............................................at Concordia, 4 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., April 8-9 .............................*at Adrian, 4 p.m., 1 p.m.
Tues., April 12.............................................at Madonna, 3 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., April 15-16...............*KALAMAZOO, 4 p.m., 1 p.m.
Tues., April 19.......................................+Aquinas (DH), 2 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., April 22-23 ..........................*ALBION, 4 p.m., 1 p.m.
Mon., April 25.......................................at Spring Arbor, 3 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., April 29-30......................*TRI-STATE, 4 p.m., 1 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., May 6-7 ................................*at Olivet, 4 p.m., 1 p.m.
*MIAA Tripleheader (one nine-inning game on first day
and two games on second day)
+Fifth Third Ball Park
Home games played at Ekdal J. Buys Athletic Fields located
at 13th Street and Fairbanks Avenue.

MEN’S TENNIS
Indoor Season

Sat., Feb. 19 .....................................................*ADRIAN, 1 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 26......................................CARTHAGE, WIS., 1 p.m.
Sat., March 12 ...........................*Alma at Wabash, Ind., 8 a.m.
.....................................................................Wabash, Ind., 4 p.m.
Tues., March 15................................GRAND VALLEY, 4 p.m.
Wed., March 16 ...........................................*TRI-STATE, 4 p.m.
Indoor matches played at DeWitt Tennis Center.

Spring Trip
Mon., March 21 .......................................#Luther, Iowa, 8 a.m.
Tues., March 22..................................#Wis.-Whitewater, noon
Wed., March 23...............................#Macalester, Minn., 8 a.m.
Thurs., March 24 ......................................#Asbury, Ky., 2 p.m.
Fri., March 25 .......................................#Carleton, Minn., noon
#Hilton Head Island, S.C.

Regular Season
Sat., April 2 ......................Central, Iowa at Ottawa, Ill., 9 a.m.
.................................................................at Elmhurst, Ill., 3 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., April 8-9 .........GLCA Tournament at DePauw, Ind.
Wed., April 13.........................................*at Kalamazoo, 4 p.m.
Sat., April 16 ...................................................*at Albion, 1 p.m.
Wed., April 20.................................................*at Calvin, 4 p.m.
Fri., April 22.......................................WHEATON, ILL., 4 p.m.
Mon., April 25 ...............................................AQUINAS, 4 p.m.
Wed., April 27........GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY, 4 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., April 29-30............................MIAA TOURNAMENT
*MIAA Match
Home matches played at 13th Street and Columbia Avenue.

WOMEN’S TENNIS
Indoor Season

Tues., Feb. 22 .......................................................FERRIS, 4 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 26....................................WHEATON, ILL., 9:30 a.m.
...........................................................CARTHAGE, WIS., 4 p.m.
Tues., March 1 ..................................GRAND VALLEY, 4 p.m.
Fri., March 4......................UNIV. OF CHICAGO, ILL., 5 p.m.
Indoor matches played at DeWitt Tennis Center.

Spring Trip
Mon., March 21 ...........................#St. Benedict, Minn., 11 a.m.
Tues., March 22.................................#UW Whitewater, 8 p.m.
Wed., March 23 .......................................#Luther, Iowa, 8 a.m.
Thurs., March 24 ................................#Carleton, Minn., 8 a.m.
Fri., March 25........................................#St. Olaf, Minn., 8 a.m.
#Matches played in Hilton Head, S.C.

Regular Season
Thurs., March 10...............................................*at Alma, 3 p.m.
Wed., March 30...............................................*CALVIN, 3 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., April 1-2 .......................................GLCA Tournament
Tues., April 5 ....................................................*OLIVET, 3 p.m.
Thurs., April 7 ......................................*at Saint Mary’s, 3 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., April 8-9 ................................at Midwest Invitational
Sat., April 16.....................................*TRI-STATE, IND., 1 p.m.
Sat., April 23 ........................................*KALAMAZOO, 1 p.m.
Tues., April 26 ................................................*at Albion, 3 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., April 29-30 ..........MIAA Tournament at Kalamazoo
*MIAA Match
Home matches played at 13th Street and Columbia Avenue.

SOFTBALL
Early Season

Tues., March 15.............................................at Aquinas, 3 p.m.
Thurs., March 17...............at Trinity International, Ill., 4 p.m.

Spring Trip
Sat., March 19.....Spring Arbor at Warner Southern, Fla., tba
Mon, March 21 ............................#Otterbein, Ohio, 12:30 p.m.
..........................................................#UW-Eau Claire, 4:10 p.m.
Tues., March 22.................................#DePauw, Ind., 8:50 a.m.
..............................................................#Millikin, Ill., 10:40 a.m.
Wed., March 23............................#Concordia, Mn., 10:40 a.m.
...................................#Washington & Jefferson, Pa., 2:20 p.m.
Thurs., March 24 ............#Western Connecticut St., 4:10 p.m.
..............................................................#Fontbonne, Mo., 6 p.m.
#Games played in Kissimmee, Fla.

Regular Season
Wed., March 30.................................................*at Alma, 3 p.m.
Fri., April 1 ......................................................UW-Stout, 3 p.m.
Sat., April 2 .................+Case Western Reserve, Ohio, 11 a.m.
.................................................................+UW-Riverfalls, 3 p.m.
Tues., April 5 ..............................................*at Olivet, 3:30 p.m.
Sat., April 9.......................................*TRI-STATE, IND., 1 p.m.
Tues., April 12 ...........................................*ADRIAN, 3:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 14 ...............................*at Saint Mary’s, 4:30 p.m.
Fri.-Sat., April 15-16............at Illinois Wesleyan Tournament
Wed., April 20 ................................*KALAMAZOO, 3:30 p.m.
Mon., April 25 ...........................................*at Albion, 3:30 p.m.
Tues., April 26.............UNIV. OF CHIGAGO, ILL., 3:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 28..........................................*CALVIN, 3:30 p.m.
Thurs.-Sat., May 5-7 ...................................MIAA Tournament
*MIAA Doubleheader     +Single Game
Home games played at Ekdal J. Buys Athletic Fields located
at 13th Street and Fairbanks Avenue.

MEN’S GOLF

Fri.-Sat., March 25-26 .........at Muskingum, Ohio Invitational
Sat., April 2.............................at Manchester, Ind. Invitational
Fri.-Sat., April 15-16 ..................at Wooster, Ohio Invitational
Mon., April 18 ....................................at Furniture City Classic
Fri.-Sat., April 22-23.............................at Tri-State Invitational
Tues., April 26.........Tournament Player’s Club of Mich. Red 

Polink Classic

WOMEN’S GOLF

Sat., April 9.............................at Tri-State Invitational, 11 a.m.
Wed., April 13 ....................at Bethel, Ind. Invitational, 1 p.m.
Fri., April 22.......................at Millikin, Ill. Invitational, 1 p.m.
Sat., April 23.......................at Millikin, Ill. Invitational, 8 a.m.
Mon., April 25.....................HOPE SPRING INVITATIONAL
Home match played at Wuskowhan PC.

Ready to Play — Even as the winter sports seasons
continue, other athletes at Hope are already thinking
spring.  Four sports, including men’s tennis, start this
month.
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They aren’t perfect.
They aren’t always easy to admire.
But—or, maybe, therefore—the charac-

ters at the heart of Scott Kaukonen’s fiction
also can’t be ignored, not by the author who
brings them to life nor by those who read his
work.

Those readers include judges of literary
competitions.  Twice within the past year,
Kaukonen, a 1991 Hope graduate who is
completing his doctorate in English and cre-
ative writing at the University of Missouri-
Columbia, has won national awards for his
writing.

In October, he won first prize in the 2004
Nelson Algren Awards competition of the
Chicago Tribune for his short story “Punnett’s
Squares.”  Last spring, he was named the
2004 winner of The Ohio State University
Prize in Short Fiction, formerly known as the
Sandstone Prize, for his collection Ordination,
which The Ohio State University Press will
publish in April.  In 2003 he had received
another honor, a writing fellowship through
Western Michigan University’s Prague
Summer Program.

His characters are complicated, conflicted
human beings in situations both ordinary
and extraordinary. In “Punnett’s Squares,”
an adopted Eurasian teen works through his
identity.  In “Ordination,” the titular short
story of his award-winning collection, a
young minister and his wife face social com-
promises in seeking a new pastorate.  In
“Punitive Damages,” a father whose son has
died deals with his grief whether he knows it
or not.

“My stories are often interested in
pushing my characters into situations that
make them very uncomfortable, that might
lead them to an initial dogmatic response,
then forcing them to confront the complexity
of the situation,” Kaukonen said.

“One thing in general that I’m interested
in is—it’s sort of an old-fashioned question—
why do people do what they do?,” he said.
“Then, how do they reconcile themselves to
what they have done?”

Interest doesn’t equal approval.  At the
same time, however, he also approaches the
characters with a sense of empathy.

“There are characters who, if I were to
know that person in real life, they’re not
someone I’d be very pleased with,” he said.
“But then, how do you try to understand
who that person is—which isn’t to accept
what they’ve done, but how do you show
grace toward them or how do you under-
stand what that even means?  That’s not an
easy thing sometimes.”

Kaukonen’s investigation of concepts

such as grace and morality has early roots.
He is the son and grandson of fundamental-
ist Baptist ministers.

“So I draw a lot upon that world, some-
what autobiographically and somewhat not
autobiographically,” he said.

Dr. Trudy Lewis is chair of Kaukonen’s
dissertation committee at the University of
Missouri-Columbia, where she is a professor
of English, women’s and gender studies.  She
has been impressed by his exploration of
moral themes.

“I admire the ethical force in all of [his]
fiction, which is the element that reminds me
most strongly of [Flannery] O’Connor in par-
ticular,” she said.  “As a result, the work is
much more dramatic than most contempo-
rary short fiction.  There’s also a significant
amount of pointed humor in his fiction,
serving not merely to amuse the reader but
to reveal inconsistencies in characters and
ideological positions.  [He] has a gift for the
conceptual, taking an idea—often a philo-
sophical or religious one—and embodying it
in the flesh of his characters.”

His thematic interests began in early
childhood, but the idea of becoming a writer
didn’t.  That happened at Hope, beginning
with a class taught by Jack Ridl of the English
faculty.

“He had a big impact on me freshman
year, first semester, freshman composition,”
Kaukonen said. “Jack was the first person to
get me to think about writing specifically as
something other than a marketable skill that
you needed to get a job, or that you need to
perform academically in class; the first
person to really get me to think about the
relationship between literature and the
world—that literature wasn’t just these fan-
ciful stories that people made up, but there
was some relationship between what took
place in a novel and the larger world.”

After Hope, where he was a political
science and English/communication com-
posite major, he returned home to Colon,
Mich., interested in writing but with no defi-
nite plans.  He had written for the Anchor as
a student, though, and a friend of his father’s
knew of a part-time opportunity in sports at
The Sturgis Journal.  Within four months he
was the sports editor.  After a couple years
with the Sturgis paper, he returned to
Holland to cover sports for the Lakeshore
edition of The Grand Rapids Press.

His colleagues included Jeff Seidel, who
now writes features for The Detroit Free Press.
Seidel fondly recalls good, extended conver-
sations about writing, and the freedom to
experiment with the form.

“I think we were both growing up as
writers, and that’s not a bad place to do it,”
Seidel said. “Literally, we could do anything
we wanted.  We had to fill, basically between
the both of us, a full page every day.”

The immediacy of the feedback in cover-
ing a daily, local beat, Seidel noted, was
invaluable.

“You would find out what worked, what
didn’t; what touched people, what didn’t.
And it’s got to have a huge influence on your
style, what you look for, all those kinds of
things.”

Seidel can see Kaukonen’s journalistic
background in his fiction.

“It’s literally the stuff I’m trying to do in
nonfiction right now at the Freep,” he said.
“What he’s doing is mining his own experi-

ences and other people’s experiences just to
get, we call it, ‘felt life,’ and that’s what you
felt when you were reading [‘Punnett’s
Squares’].  It was just so real.  Obviously
there is a lot of talent there.”

While he was back in Holland with the
Press, Kaukonen attended writing work-
shops taught by Pinckney Benedict of the
Hope English faculty and looked into fiction
writing.

“I really enjoyed working as a sports
writer,” he said.  “But there was a lot more I
wanted to say or address about the world.”

So, he left his full-time job, moved west,
and completed an M.F.A. in creative writing
at the University of Arizona.  He went on for
his Ph.D. for an additional opportunity to
hone his writing and more options as a
teacher.

The Algren and Ohio State awards won’t
hurt either.

“These are significant recognitions.  I
know that the Nelsen Algren Award has
been the first step for many well-known and
accomplished writers,” Dr. Lewis said.  “At
the very least, the Nelson and the Sandstone
should guarantee Scott an excellent teaching
job, which will give him a strong base for
continuing his work.”

Kaukonen, who has been teaching
throughout his graduate experience, takes
seriously his responsibility to his students.
Wherever he winds up next year, he is com-
mitted to “demythologizing” the world of

writing and helping them to learn, as he did,
to appreciate how literature relates.

Hope, he noted, provided a strong model.
“I have an even greater appreciation for

the caliber of teaching at Hope, whether it’s
Jack, or Nancy Nicodemus, Jane Bach,
Stephen Hemenway or the guys over in the
political science department,” Kaukonen
said. “I think that influence of what a teacher
can be and what a teacher should be is sig-
nificant, and that goes right back to my
experience at Hope and the teachers I had
there.”

Professor Ridl, in turn, sees a good
alumni model for today’s students in
Kaukonen, whose dedication has been the
basis for, rather than motivated by, his
successes.

“Those things that have come his way are
results rather than goals,” Professor Ridl
said.  “His goals are very Hope College-y
goals:  be humane, be of service, do some-
thing that has meaning and value and adds
something of good.”

“And so these things that have happened
are the result of that, and I think that’s a
really important thing and an important
thing for our students to see—that he didn’t
set out to win The Ohio State Prize, or to go
to Prague, or to win the Algren Award.
Those were the results,” he said.  “He’s a
wonderful writer for our students to look
toward to stay centered on the real reasons
for doing this.”

Scott Kaukonen ’91 has earned national recognition for his fiction, including, most
recently, first prize in the 2004 Nelson Algren Awards competition of the Chicago
Tribune.

Alumni Profile

Finding voice

“My stories are 
often interested in
pushing my characters
into situations that
make them very 
uncomfortable...”

— Scott Kaukonen ’91

By Greg Olgers ’87

NFHC_Feb05  2/8/05  9:08 AM  Page 7



Michelle Bombe of the theatre
faculty plays a behind-the-scenes
role in a program featured in a
documentary film that premiered
at the 2005 Sundance Film
Festival in January.

Bombe, who is an associate professor of
theatre, director of theatre and resident
costume designer at Hope, designs the cos-
tumes and provides technical support for
“Shakespeare Behind Bars,” part of the edu-
cational outreach of the Kentucky
Shakespeare Festival.  Philomath Films has
produced a documentary about the prison-
based program that was one of only 16 such
films selected to have its world premiere at
Sundance, which ran Thursday, Jan. 20,
through Sunday, Jan. 30, in Park City, Utah.

“Shakespeare Behind Bars” was created
in 1995 by Curt L. Tofteland, the long-time
producing artistic director of Kentucky
Shakespeare Festival, and co-founded with
Dr. Julie Barto, staff psychologist at the
Luther Luckett Correctional Complex in
LaGrange, Ky.

The program was designed with the
inmates’ personal growth in mind, and seeks
to allow the adult prison population an
opportunity to examine relevant personal
and social issues within the structure of an
aesthetic experience.  The 90-minute docu-
mentary by Philomath Films follows the
nine-month process of bringing Shake-
speare’s play The Tempest to performance at
the medium-security prison in 2003.

Professor Bombe, who joined the Hope
faculty in 1991, works with the Kentucky
Shakespeare Festival each summer, design-
ing costumes for the festival’s free outdoor
presentations of Shakespeare’s plays in
Louisville’s preservation district—a
program that serves a total audience of
12,000-15,000 annually.  She began working
with the festival in 1998, and joined

Tofteland in working with “Shakespeare
Behind Bars” the next year.

“It’s so rewarding to watch the growth
that they experience—to witness that is a
real privilege,” she said.  “I’ve always
believed that theatre has the power to
change people, but this is seeing it in such
an immediate way.”

The inmates prepare for the productions
within the limits set by their incarceration.
For example, Professor Bombe noted, they
might rehearse while waiting in line.
Sometimes, she said, the rehearsals them-
selves prove inspiring.

“One of the inmates joined us after
seeing a rehearsal,” Professor Bombe
recalled.  “One day out on the yard, they
were doing a scene from Julius Caesar, and it
was so captivating that everyone stopped to
watch these two men doing this scene.  The
inmate, who was watching, wanted to be a
part of that.”

The productions are true to history in
one respect in particular: the cast is all-male,
just as it was in the Elizabethan playwright’s
day.

As a costumer, Professor Bombe is
careful to keep the production’s context in
mind.

“The philosophy of designing costumes
for the prison productions is a little differ-
ent,” she said.  “We never forget that they’re
inmates.  Their prison uniform becomes the
base of the costumes, so we always have
that visible in some way.”

Watching the inmates present their fin-
ished production to their peers, she has
found that all the elements combine to
produce a powerful experience.

“That’s part of the power of the perfor-
mances,” Professor Bombe said.  “You see it
on many levels.  Not only do you hear the
great words of Shakespeare and the situa-
tions that those characters are in, but then
you have the added layer of these human
beings that are convicted criminals and their
journeys to redemption.”

Campus Notes
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The soaring entry arch that will frame the main event entrance to the Richard
and Helen DeVos Fieldhouse has taken its place on the building’s east side.
The arch stands 28 feet tall and 53 feet wide, and weighs 198,000 pounds.
Made of post-tension, pre-cast concrete, the arch arrived in six pieces by truck
and was assembled on-site.  Construction continues throughout the winter on
the building, scheduled to open in the fall of 2005.

Theatre prof volunteers
with featured program

(Continued from page three.)

Faculty Kudos:

FACULTY HONORED: Hope College
presented awards honoring teaching, service
and scholarship to multiple faculty members
during the college’s annual recognition lun-
cheon on Monday, Jan. 10.

Named a “Towsley Research Scholar” was
Dr. Matt DeJongh, assistant professor of com-
puter science.

The “Ruth and John Reed Faculty
Achievement Awards” were presented to
Dr. Steve Smith, associate professor of
kinesiology, and Dr. Leslie Wessman, who
is the Arnold and Esther Sonneveldt
Professor of Education and chairperson of
the department.

The “Provost’s Awards for Excellence in
Teaching” were presented to Dr. Patricia
Roehling, who is professor of psychology and
chairperson of the department, and Dr.
Kathleen Verduin ’65, professor of English.

The “Provost’s Awards for Service to the
Academic Program” were presented to Dr.
Barry Bandstra, who is the Evert J. and Hattie
E. Blekkink Professor of Religion, and Carl
Heideman ’88, who is director of computing
and information technology.

The traditional luncheon provides an
opportunity to celebrate many different
forms of faculty service, scholarly achieve-
ment and professional involvement.

Nancy Sonneveldt ’62 Miller, who is dean
for the social sciences, and her husband Phil
Miller ’65 received an Outstanding
Volunteers Award from the West Michigan
Association of Fundraising Professionals.

They were recognized on Tuesday, Nov. 9,
during the chapter’s celebration of National
Philanthropy Day, which included not only
an awards luncheon but also a keynote pre-
sentation and breakout sessions.  The event
was held at Grand Valley State University’s
L.V. Eberhard Center in Grand Rapids.

The Outstanding Volunteers Award is
presented to those whose personal commit-
ment through volunteer efforts to a cause or
causes has been extraordinary in bring great
benefit to philanthropy.  The Millers were
honored for their active and extensive
involvement in area organizations.

Nancy Miller is also a professor of educa-
tion at Hope, where she has been a member of
the faculty since 1968.  Phil Miller, who is
chairman and chief executive officer of
Howard Miller Clock Company, is a past
member of the college’s Board of Trustees,
serving from 1988 until retiring from the
board in 2004.

In addition to their other involvement
with Hope, they are supporters of the
Children’s After School Achievement (CASA)
program, a tutoring and mentoring program
housed at the college for area elementary-age
children.  For more than 30 years, they have
coordinated the Christmas Project for
Bethany Christian Services, a program that
provides gifts for each child that Bethany has
in its foster and residential care, more than
400 each year.  Phil also served as a member
of Bethany’s National Board of Trustees for
several terms.  They have been active with the
Holland Christian Schools, Nancy serving
three terms on the Board of Education and
Phil serving terms on the investment commit-
tee and with the Tuition Grant Fund.

Patricia Roehling, professor of psycholo-
gy and chair of the department, is co-author,
with Dr. Phyllis Moen of the University of
Minnesota, of the book The Career Mystique:
Cracks in the American Dream, published

recently by the Rowman and Littlefield
Publishing Group Inc. of Lanham, Md. The
two authors examine the disconnect between
the demands of a career and the structure of
American society.

“According to myth of the ‘career mys-
tique’ if you follow the prescribed path of
education, work and family, and devote
yourself to your job, with long hours and
hard work, you will achieve the American
dream,” Dr. Roehling, said. “But, society has
changed and the myth of the career mystique
no longer fits the realities of the 21st century.”

“Careers are set up for people who can
devote most of their time and energy to them,
but most workers cannot or do not want to
live their lives that way,” she said. “The
majority of families who have children, even
under the age of one, have two parents who
work. It has become the reality of family life.”

The book’s title is inspired by the name of
Betty Friedan’s 1963 book The Feminine
Mystique, which challenged society’s assump-
tion that women should find complete
fulfillment by devoting themselves to the
duties solely to duties of the home.  In the
decades that followed, Dr. Roehling said,
expectations for women changed, and they
were able to pursue career opportunities pre-
viously available only to their male
counterparts. Where only one woman in five
worked for pay in 1900, today three out of five
are employed. While 35 percent of mothers
with infants were employed in 1978, nearly 60
percent work outside the home today.

“Unfortunately, women traded in the fem-
inine mystique for the career mystique and it
just doesn’t work,” she said.  “The career
mystique is based on the assumption that
someone is at home taking care of the needs
of the home.  That is no longer the case.”

Priscilla Atkins and Heather Sellers both
have work in Issue 11 of Smartish Pace.

Both poets, who have had work published
in a variety of literary journals through the
years, knew to expect to see their own work
when the mail brought the highly selective
magazine to them in January.  Seeing a Hope
colleague’s work included in the same edition
was a bonus.

Smartish Pace is published twice a year and
based in Baltimore, Md.  Among the other
poets with work included in Issue 11 are
Michael Burkard, Debora Greger, Richard
Jones (who previously read at Hope through
the Visiting Writers Series), U.S. Poet
Laureate Ted Kooser and Marina Tsvetaeva.

Atkins is arts librarian with the rank of
associate professor.  She has had poems pub-
lished in many periodicals, including recently
English Journal, The Hollins Critic, Southern
Review, Southern Humanities Review and Tar
River Poetry, and the forthcoming The
Connecticut Review, Prairie Schooner, Raritan: A
Literary Quarterly and Southern Humanities
Review.

Sellers is an associate professor of English
and director of the college’s creative writing
program.  Her poems have appeared in
several journals, anthologies and literary
magazines.  She is the author of a chapbook of
poetry, Your Whole Life, and a book of poetry,
Drinking Girls and Their Dresses.  Her publica-
tions also include the Georgia Under Water, a
collection of short fiction; Spike and Cubby’s Ice
Cream Island Adventure, a children’s book; and
Page after Page: how to start writing and keep
writing no matter what!, a guide for writers.
conference held in Chicago, Ill.  Programs
were honored for excellence at the Gold,
Silver or Bronze level, or with Honorable
Mention.
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Restoring a treasure
A treasured campus

icon is taking a two-year
sabbatical from which it
will return as good as
new.

And that’s really saying something.
Hope’s Skinner organ, a prominent

fixture in Dimnent Memorial Chapel since
both were dedicated in June of 1929, is
being removed for a complete restoration.
The process began in January, and the
organ will be away until late in 2006.

Audiences who have heard the instru-
ment played during worship services,
concerts and formal events such as
Opening Convocation and Baccalaureate
know well its quality.  And, according to
Dr. Huw Lewis, college organist, the many
world renowned guest organists who
have given concerts in Dimnent “readily
acknowledged that it’s one of the finest
instruments that they’ve heard or played.”

“Everybody who has played it, from
both Europe and America, and American
builders have readily acknowledged that

it’s one of the finest instruments that
they’ve heard or played,” said Huw
Lewis, who is a professor of music at
Hope.

And well it should be.
“It came from a builder who is regard-

ed as certainly the most important 20th
century American builder, Ernest M.
Skinner,” Dr. Lewis said.  “In his heyday,
his company was thought of as the Rolls
Royce or the Cadillac—the industry stan-
dard—for quality construction and
sound.”

What’s more, the organ was built
during a golden era in the company’s
history.  Skinner, Dr. Lewis noted, was
willing to share his knowledge with
others, and became friends with the owner
of the Willis organ company of Great
Britain, which was itself highly regarded.
Eventually, one of Willis’s employees, G.
Donald Harrison, came to the U.S. and
started working with Skinner.

“And the instruments from that period,
starting in 1928 for about maybe three,
four or five years—the ‘honeymoon
period’—represented this fantastic mar-
riage of the ideas of two great builders,”
Dr. Lewis said.  “And Hope’s instrument
is a product of that period.”

The reputation of Hope’s organ is also
high amongst today’s organ builders. One
expert who recently examined the organ,
Dr. Lewis recalled, even went so far as to
say that ultimately Hope’s organ will
stand as one of the top three masterpieces
produced by Skinner.

It’s also fortunate that the organ has
survived.  Hope’s organ, like the others of
its day, is an “orchestral” organ, large in
range and sound.  In the 1960s, such
organs fell out of vogue, and there was a
movement to return to the Baroque sound
of earlier centuries.  Many of the Skinner
organs, Dr. Lewis observed, were modi-
fied accordingly, and some were even
destroyed.  Hope’s organ, then, is one of a
relatively few that remain authentic his-

torically.  (Hope also has an example of a
Baroque instrument, the Pels and Van
Leeuwen organ installed in the chapel’s
balcony in 1971.)

As fine as the Skinner organ is, it has
been showing its age.  In all of its 75-plus
years, the organ never had a major restora-
tion, although the project has been
envisioned for some time—and, Dr. Lewis
noted, was far overdue.

“The project has been on the docket
since before I came in 1990,” he said.  “It’s
a testament to the quality of the instru-
ment that it has continued to play and
sound so beautifully.”

The restoration, which will preserve
the organ’s original character, is being
done by the Thompson-Allen Company of
New Haven, Conn.  Responsible for
instruments such as the large Skinner
organ in Woolsey Hall at Yale University,
the company is, Dr. Lewis noted, “revered
worldwide for restoring Skinner organs.”

The company’s services are so in
demand that it would normally take about
10 years to work into the firm’s schedule.
As it happens, however, a project contract-
ed for 2005 and 2006 fell through and the
slot became open to Hope.  Happily,
funding became available at the same
time, through the recent Legacies: A Vision
of Hope comprehensive campaign.

The entire organ is going to New
Haven, from the console, to all 2,932 pipes,
to the pieces in between.  All of the parts
will be examined, and when replacements
are needed they’ll be constructed to the
original specifications.  In the meantime,
the chambers in Dimnent that house the
pipes and other out-of-sight components
will be renovated.

The organ resulted from the corner-
stone ceremony for the chapel in October
of 1927.  As he closed remarks prepared

for the event, the Rev. Henry J. Veldman, a
member of the Board of Trustees and 1892
graduate, saw John Nykerk of the faculty
in the audience, and, as a light-hearted
and impromptu aside, said, “And now,
Prof., as head of the music department I
hope you will provide that beautiful
chapel with a suitable organ.”

Others were listening.  Shortly after the
ceremony, William Arendhorst approached
Professor Nykerk and offered to donate the
instrument with his father Bernard and
brother John.

The organ and the chapel chimes were ded-
icated on June 17, 1929, 10 days after the
dedication ceremony for the chapel.  Period
accounts place the organ’s cost at $25,000,
which was 10 percent of what it cost to build
Dimnent.

Note:  Provisions have been made to fill the
void resulting from the Skinner organ’s
absence.  The Pels and Van Leeuwen organ
remains, of course, as does the J.W. Walker &
Sons organ in the teaching studio completed in
2000, but the college is also renting a large
electronic organ from the Westfield Organ
Company—the same firm that supplies instru-
ments to the Grand Rapids Symphony for
concerts.

In January, the Thompson-Allen Company began dismantling the organ so that it
can be shipped to New Haven, Conn., for restoration.  The removal will continue in
March.  The organ is due back in time for Vespers at the end of the year.

Those attending this year’s Christmas Vespers services were able to enjoy the final
performances of the college’s historic Skinner organ before the instrument’s
removal beginning in January for restoration. Pictured is senior David Bellows of
Rochester, N.Y.

The entire organ is
going to New
Haven, Conn., from
the console, to all
2,932 pipes, to the
pieces in between.

“[The Skinner organ]
came from a builder
who is regarded as 
certainly the most
important 20th
century American
builder.”

— Dr. Huw Lewis,
professor of music
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