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Preamble
La Raza Unida strives to promote an understanding of Latino culture in the Hope College and Holland communities. La Raza Unida serves the students of Hope by introducing to them the richness of various Latino cultures through activities and programming. The purpose of this organization is to encourage students to look at the issues beyond cultural differences and focus on the wonderful and unique qualities that make Latino and non-Latino students on the Hope College campus work together for academic and social unity. La Raza Unida does not discriminate in membership or events. We encourage all members — regardless of race, nationality. sex, or religion — of the Hope and Holland communities to join us in sharing their presence, interest, questions, and ideas at all the meetings and events.

Article 1: Membership


La Raza Unida will consist of a President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Web-Site Coordinator, Public Relations Chair, Social Activities Chair and a body of students.  The seven officers will be designated as the Executive Committee.  The Executive Committee and the organization members will comprise the voting membership.

Article 2: President

   
The President will set the agenda for the organization and conduct each meeting.  
The President will be responsible for developing programming (in coordination 
with the Social Chair) for membership participation, retention, and community 
interest. The President will be responsible for meeting with administration and 
other student leaders to promote and establish better organizational/campus 
rapport.  The President assists the treasurer in planning the budget proposal.


Article 3: Vice President

  
The Vice President supports the President in her/his responsibilities.  The Vice 
President will serve as a liaison between The Black Student Union, Hope’s Asian 
Perspective Association, and La Raza Unida.  The Vice President will serve as 
membership committee chair, and will over see membership recruitment. The 
Vice President interacts regularly with committee members for progress reports.

Article 4: Treasurer


The Treasurer will provide regular updates to the membership regarding the LaRU account, will maintain accurate records of receipts and expenses and will sign Cash requisitions and pick up checks. The Treasurer will also assist with the preparation of the budget proposal and will keep in contact with the Student Congress Appropriations Committee and will update e-board of any changes.

Article 5: Secretary


The Secretary will record minutes during all E-Board and General Meetings and will provide said minutes to membership via email. The Secretary will also maintain an accurate and up to date mailing and membership list. The Secretary will also monitor and send necessary emails via the email account. If necessary, the Secretary can bring to the attention any emails that warrant the attention of the E-Board during meetings. 

Article 6: Public Relations Chair


The Public Relations Chair will be responsible for publicizing LaRU events throughout the academic year. This includes creating and distributing fliers around campus and sending emails and messages to necessary parties in order to ensure success for the given event.  

Article 7: Social Activities Chair


The Social Activities Chair is responsible for proposing events (when necessary) throughout the academic year. The Social Activities Chair is responsible for leading discussion about the planning and implementation of given events during group meetings and working with the advisor and administration in order to ensure success. 

Article 8: Web-Site Coordinator


The Web-Site Coordinator is responsible for maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the LaRU website. The Coordinator is also responsible for uploading necessary documents on the website. 

Article 9: Committee Members


Committee members shall consist of volunteers and are accountable to the President.

Article 10: Advertising Committee


Members are responsible for making flyers, table tents, posters etc, for La RU events. 

Article 11: Public Relations Committee


Members are responsible for room reservations, catering, articles for the Anchor, Holland Sentinel, and the Grand Rapids Press. The members are also responsible for correspondence (thank you’s) for guests, speakers, etc. The committee is responsible for establishing contacts with various individuals.

Article 12: Programming Committee


The committee is responsible for formulating ideas for events, speakers, dancers, fundraisers, community activities, etc. and advising progress within the Advertising and Public Relations Committees (i.e., follow-ups).

Article 13: Elections


Elections will be held in the Spring for the upcoming academic year.  Eligibility for an Executive Committee position will be determined by attendance at two or more business meetings prior to elections. Voting will be completed by La Raza Unida membership.  The Executive Committee will be selected by a majority vote.

Article 14: Accountability


The Executive Committee will have the power to recommend replacement of an Executive Officer or a Committee Member. The Executive Committee will base their decision upon recommendations from the membership and the Director of the Office of Multicultural Education.  If needed, the member will be replaced as per Article 14.  Any member may propose the removal of any Executive Officer.

Article 14: Succession


If the President can no longer fulfill the duties of the office, the Vice President will be come President.  If the Vice President can no longer fulfill the duties of the office, La Raza Unida will elect a member to be Vice President.  If the Treasurer can no longer fulfill the duties of the office, La Raza Unida will elect a member to be Treasurer.  If the Secretary can no longer fulfill the duties of the office, La Raza Unida will elect a member to be Secretary.

Article 15: Amendment Procedure


Any member of La Raza Unida, with a second, may propose and amendment to this constitution.  Following discussion, the amendment will be tabled in written form for a minimum of one week before voting ratification.  A majority is required to amend the constitution.  A by-law may be proposed by any member and requires a majority for approval.

Article 16: Constitutional Revision


The constitution will be subject to review and revision no less than every two years.  The revision will be completed by the membership.

La Raza Unida By-Laws
The Executive Committee must submit a listing of weekly office hours each semester. Each person should maintain a minimum of 2 hours per week.  Executive Committee member are given priority to attend conferences.  Members of La Raza Unida will be extended an invitation, base on the availability of funds.

