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Security Council - Ethiopia and Somalia

Conflict between the countries of Somalia and Ethiopia, neighbors on the East Coast of Africa, harkens back to conflict over a section of land ceded by the British to Ethiopia in the decolonization efforts of Africa in the 1960s.  Somalia claims that the land, the Ogaden region, is part of Somali territory, a disagreement that has resulted in conflict between the two countries through the years 1960-1964.  More recently, conflict between the rising Islamic control in Somalia and weak interim governments has resulted in mass violence and conflict throughout the country.  This has further heightened tensions between Ethiopia and Somalia as fighting has crossed the borders-connecting the conflict in Somalia to violence taking place on Ethiopian soil.  For the last decade Ethiopia has responded to the ongoing turmoil by maintaining a presence in Somali territory and supporting tribal and regional leaders sympathetic to the Ethiopian cause, specifically regarding the land issue.  The Islamic courts and rebel leaders within Somalia claim that Ethiopian troops are violating agreements by maintaining a presence in Somalia and declared a jihad against all Ethiopian troops and forces in the country.  In August of 2006 fighting between the two bodies erupted resulting in a declaration from the Ethiopian parliament stating that all necessary steps would be taken to protect Ethiopia from invasion by Somali Islamic extremists.  “Parliament hereby authorizes the government to take all necessary and legal steps to stave off a declaration of holy war and invasion by the Union of Islamic Courts against the country.” Peace keepers have been sent to Somalia on a number of occasions however, they have done little to aid in the ending of conflict and ongoing internal warfare within the country of Somalia which then fuels the conflict between Somalia and Ethiopia.

Currently, Islamist extremist factions have gained marked strength in military power and land control throughout the country of Somalia.  These groups, united solely on the call for Ethiopian withdrawal, have entrenched themselves in the capital and repeatedly bombed the palace and surrounding market places-wounding numerous civilians and killing no senior government officials.  Ethiopian government has stated that it intends to move out of Somalia beginning at the end of 2008, a move that many in Somalia claim as positive but has left its African neighbors and the international community with doubts.  “For Ethiopia the objectives they hoped to achieve in Somalia seem very hard to attain whether they stay or go.  Leaving at least means Ethiopian troops will not remain trapped in the ongoing chaos.  If Ethiopia leaves Somalia now, it is likely that the TFG (the struggling interim government) will finally cease to exist.” (Middleton, Rodger Ethiopia’s Somalia Dilemma BBC News)  As Ethiopian withdrawal looms in the immediate future the international community has begun to analyze the international ramifications of a possible Islamic extremist take-over of the country of Somalia and her people.  With international security fears and increasing reports of human rights violations within the country at the hand of these militia groups the conflict centering on and within the country of Somalia seems to be far from its end at this time.

Taking into account most recent developments regarding the country of Somalia and its relationship with neighboring Ethiopia, the Security Council will be asked to focus its discussions on the current turmoil taking place within the country of Somalia with particular attention paid to issues of national and international security and human rights concerns under the rising control of extremist factions.  Recent reports have shown strong ties between the Islamist rebel groups fighting for control of the country and Al-Qaeda, the terrorist group credited with terrorist attacks throughout Western Europe and the United States, most notably the attack of September 11, 2001 on the Twin Towers.  Further, concern regarding the spread of Sharia law and possible support of the current Sudanese conflict threatens the fragile stability of the African continent and leaves the surrounding countries at risk of increased violence and possibility of conflict, a concern not only of the African community but also of the international community due to the interconnectedness of commerce and other factors of globalization.  

Human Rights abuses have also become a concern, particularly as the threat of Sharia law looms in the future of Somalia.  In 2008 reports of the stoning death of a thirteen-year-old girl caught international attention and led to warnings from multiple analysts of increasing commitment to extreme Islamic beliefs and rising power of leaders propagating these beliefs within Somali rebel forces.  Sharia law has been linked to human rights abuses throughout the Middle East and other nations under similar laws, particularly in discussions regarding the role and rights of women within society.  Further, as recently as January of 2009 reports of death sentences and killings of former political leaders and others accused of forfeiting their religious beliefs in favor of political power have reached international sources with locals sharing information of many other cases not heard through international media sources.

As part of the Security Council you will be asked to address these issues on the basis of your assigned countries political and economic ties and systems.  Please keep in mind policies regarding human and civil rights and the issue of terrorism within your assigned country.

Helpful Resources
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7803564.stm

http://www.historyguy.com/ethiopia-somalia_war_2006.html
http://www.mfa.gov.et/Foreign_Policy_And_Relation/Relations_With_Horn_Africa_Somalia
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/ is a Swiss security and international relations database and arguably one of the best of its kind. Students are strongly recommended to visit this site in search of information on their topic. 
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