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Introductory General Assembly – Global Energy Crisis

As evidenced by the recent presidential elections, energy is a matter of high priority for today's leaders. Energy and sustainability are matters of national and global security. Given the recent global economic struggles, the need to balance sustainability with the desperate need for cheap and effective energy solutions is critical. Energy has been an issue for many years, but only recently has the need for widespread energy policy changes been at the forefront of public discourse. Oil is a recurring theme in the history of energy shortages, from the 1973 Oil Embargo to the oil price surge starting in 2003. Oil composes the vast majority of energy use worldwide. The U.S. Energy Information Agency estimates that Earth contains 54 more years of oil reserves, although scholars and other agencies have varying estimates as to the amount of oil left as well. The large amount of evidence that exists all speaks to the need for urgent policy initiatives to deal with the way the global energy issue is dealt with. Although local and regional efforts of nation-states are both necessary and effective, the need for a united global approach to energy is widely recognized. (Tanaka-CERA notes, IEA) There are a myriad of international organizations involved in some aspect of global energy. Organizations like the International Energy Association are involved in every in nearly every aspect of global energy, while organizations like the G8 focus on solely on the economic implications of energy. Others, like the Energy Watch Group, direct their focus on the sustainability of energy production and consumption. Governmental organizations such as the aforementioned U.S. Energy Information Agency produce staggering amounts of data, as well as large amounts of analyses, predictions, and policy recommendations.

From an economic perspective, the global energy crisis is purely a supply issue. 36% of world energy is oil, and 56% percent of world oil is produced by nine countries, most of which are located in unstable regions of the world.  Any regional conflict can cause major worldwide economic fluctuations. The oil futures market is largely driven by speculation of conflict in these regions. Another large percentage of global energy consumption includes finite supplies of fossil fuels such as natural gas and coal. Any regional conflict in an area with natural oil resources can cause major worldwide economic fluctuations. In addition to this, the issue of how long the global fossil fuel supply will last is of marked importance. Just like oil, these resources are hampered by availability environmental impact, and long-term supply. Without a doubt, the top prescriptions for most countries are to move energy dependence away from fossil fuels and produce cleaner, cheap, renewable energies in a stable domestic environment. Countries like Germany and France are prime examples of world powers without fossil fuel reserves of their own adopting these two basic principles in order to provide a stable, cheap, sustainable source of energy not only for their own citizens but for their region.  France now gets over 75% of its electricity from domestic nuclear power plants, and is the world’s largest exporter in terms of net electricity.

The difficulty with this shift towards alternative energy strategies lies mostly with the global disparities in energy consumption between the global North and South. The U.S. contains only five percent of the world's population, but consumes 26 percent of its energy. Alternative energies can be costly, and usually require a great deal of technological expertise. 

The UN is of course the most influential IGO in the world, and has several initiatives for sustainability and global energy. Specialized areas within the UN like the Commission on Sustainable Development and the International Atomic Energy Association have their own plans. The CSD laid out the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation at the World Summit in 2002, which includes a specific agenda of action for member states. The plan is available in its entirety on the CSD website. UN energy stances are also stated in the Agenda 21 plan laid out by the general assembly.

The Hope College Model United Nations will focus on revising a resolution that services the needs of individual nations, as well as the general assembly at large in reference to global energy solutions. As previously listed in the handbook, some questions to consider are:

Questions:
1. What precautions should be taken to prevent a widespread potentially disastrous global energy crisis?
2. Who is responsible for ensuring sustainable energy for the future? Should nations who use more than their share of available energy be held responsible for over-consumption?

3. What kind of incentives could be offered to countries that cut down on fossil fuel usage and work towards a self sustaining plan?

In addition to these, students should consider the energy situations of their own nations, as well as current UN energy initiatives and ways the further the effectiveness of these.
Some Useful Links for Further Information 
http://www.iea.org/textbase/speech/2008/Tanaka/cera_notes.pdf
http://www.german-renewable-energy.com/Renewables/Navigation/Englisch/root.html
http://www.peakoil.net/
http://www.odac-info.org/
http://www.eia.doe.gov/
http://www.worldenergyoutlook.org/
http://www.energy.gov/
http://www.epa.gov/epahome/aboutepa.htm
http://www.energypublisher.com/
http://www.unep.org/
http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/csd/review.htm
http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Page.asp?intItemID=2696
http://www.iaea.org/
www.isn.ch

Other resources

“Achieving a Sustainable Global Energy System: Identifying Possibilities Using Long-Term Energy Scenarios”  Edward Elgar Pub. 2004. Cheltanham.

Thomas B. Johansson  “Renewable Energy: sources for fuel and electricity” Island Press 1993. Washington D.C

As well as any country-by-country political reference guide, every library carries at least one current edition.
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