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Introduction
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights issued by the U.N. in 1948 states that all people are entitled to “life, liberty and security of person” regardless of “race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status”. However in practice, there are many places where these universal rights are not shared by all community members. 

Because women are often socially, economically, and politically marginalized in many societies and cultures throughout the world, physical abuse of women is often overlooked. According to a 2003 report by the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) one out of every three women will be beaten, coerced in sex, or otherwise abused in her lifetime, this astonishing number shows the extent to which women are subjected to violence throughout the world. Often times, abuse is carried out by an intimate partner and it is generally not a one time occurrence. Sexual harassment from a teacher or peers is common during school or on the way to and from school in many areas, and as a result, girls who are victimized or who witness violence are less likely to pursue long-term education. During times of conflict or governmental collapse, women are often the group most affected as they face issues such as rape, abduction, and slavery. These facts alone demand that violence against women is a relevant topic that needs to be addressed by the international community. 

Millennium Development Goals Relating to Women 

Equality of human rights is a fundamental building block in a just society; therefore the U.N. has made gender equality an integral part of the Millennium Development Goals. Areas of the Millennium Development Goals involving women include Maternity Health, Universal Education, HIV/AIDS, Poverty and Hunger. The U.N. has outlined three major benchmarks in the Millennium Development Goals pertaining to gender equality: increasing the amount of women involved in government, eliminating the disparity between men and women in primary and secondary education and increasing the share of non-agricultural sector wages women receive. 

Although there has been meaningful progress towards these goals, many countries are not on track to reach compliance. The amount of women in parliament has increased with some countries having 40% or higher of their parliament occupied by women. Still, according to a UN report, women account for 10% or less of parliament in a third of all countries. From 2000 to 2006 primary school education levels for girls was greatly increased and two out of three countries have reached the targeted gender parity in primary education. However there are still large strides that need to be made in secondary education, especially in Sub-Saharan African, Western Asia and Oceania, making the outlook for target levels of education parity bleak. Similarly the percentage of wages earned by women in non-agricultural sectors has increased, but in Sub-Saharan Africa and Western Asia 80% of women work in vulnerable jobs. 
Maternity Health 
Another major women’s issue addressed by the Millennium Development Goals, which is a form of violence against women, is maternity health. Most maternity related deaths are highly preventable; consequently, maternity related death rates are much higher in developing countries than they are in developed countries. For example, the probability that a woman will die from complications in pregnancy or childbirth in developing countries is 1 in 22, whereas in developed regions only about 1 in 7,300 women die from such complications (Goal 5…).

In order to improve maternity health the U.N. is seeking to lower the number of women who die due to maternity related causes. In order to accomplish this, underlying issues of reproductive health such as access to contraceptives, access to health professionals before, during and after birth and reducing adolescent pregnancy must be addressed. In addition, more than 80% of maternal deaths are caused by hemorrhage, sepsis, unsafe abortion, obstructed labor or hypertensive disease of pregnancy. Therefore these are the causes of death which health care workers must work to prevent in developing countries. 

While Maternity Health may be the development goal which is furthest from reaching its 

Objective, here has been some improvement since 1990. Some countries, such as Sri Lanka, Jamaica, and Tunisia, have seen drastic reductions in mortalities caused by maternal complications. However, there is still a great shortage in health care professionals in developing areas, and it does not appear that this will change anytime soon. Health care systems in many developing countries are currently unable to provide maternal services to its people, especially when many are unable to afford such care. 

Helpful sources:

U.N. Development Goals: http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/index.shtml 

UNIFEM web site: http://www.unifem.org/resources/ 

U.N. Advancement of Women: http://www.un.org/esa/progareas/women.html 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights: http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html 

Maternal Health Fact Sheet: http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2008highlevel/pdf/newsroom/Goal%205%20FINAL.pdf 

Gender Equality Now. Accelerating the Achievement of the Millennium Development Goals: 

http://www.unifem.org/resources/item_detail.php?ProductID=123 

Goal 5: Improve Maternal Health. Rep. 25 Sept. 2008. UN Department of Public Information. 4 Jan. 2009 <http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2008highlevel/pdf/newsroom/Goal%205%20FINAL.pdf>. 
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