International Court of Justice

Advisory Opinion on the International Corporate Environmental Accountability and Responsibility
Over the course of recent history, international waters have been spotted by oil spills. Governments and corporations have contributed to clean up of such man-made disasters. Several of these spills have had a significant impact over the past decade. In 2000, Brazil incurred two spills. The first occurred in Guanabara Bay outside Rio de Janerio, and the second in the souther Iguacu River; Brazil’s oil company Petrobas was responsible for the massive spills. In November of 2002, the Greek-owned tanker Prestige spilled 77,000 tons of crude oil off the coast of Galicia, Spain. A year later, in 2003, Pakistan suffered an oil spill in the Arabian Sea, off its Karachi coast. Greek and Filipino nationals manned the oil tanker that leaked the crude oil. Furthermore, in 2004, there was a spill in the South China Sea. This spill occurred when a German-registered ship collided with a ship from Panama; the Chinese government contributed to the clean-up efforts. A few years later, a ship from Hong Kong spilled crude oil in the Yellow Sea; the oil washed up along South Korea’s Taean region in 2007. Most recently, in April of 2010, British Petroleum’s oil rig exploded in the Gulf of Mexico. Oil continued to leak for three months as an estimated 4.9 million barrels of crude oil contaminated the environment. 


In light of these numerous oil spills, we’re asking the Court to address the issue of corporate environmental accountability and responsibility. The debate over accountability has taken on a distinctly corporate air, with the current BP oil disaster. Does a company’s ownership over the oil tanker and the crude oil require them to be responsible for not only cleaning up the spilled oil, but also for neutralizing the negative after-effects of the disaster? 

The International Court of Justice is being asked to give an Advisory Opinion on International Corporate Environmental Accountability and Responsibility, with respect to oil spills in international waters. The Court shall produce a protocol for clean up of such disasters to provide guidance to help the international community determine a common set of standards that outline corporate responsibility for rogue disasters, as well as assessing environmental damage. The Advisory Opinion will include, but is not limited to, answering the following questions: 
1. What level of environmental damage constitutes a situation that requires corporate accountability?

2. To what extent should corporations be held accountable—or should this fluctuate on a case-by-case basis?

3. For how long should the corporation be held accountable? More specifically, at what point should the corporation be no longer responsible for the situation?

4. Who should hold the corporations accountable—regardless of the level of accountability? Similarly, who should set the terms of said accountability? Should they be determined by the nation state, the international community, the United Nations, etc.?

Suggestions for Reasearch:

International Relations and Security Network, Environment, Pollution, and Oil Pollution: http://www.isn.ethz.ch/isn/content/view/full/3438 
BBC.com: http://search.bbc.co.uk/search?tab=all&scope=all&q=oil+spills 

Newsweek: www.newsweek.com
The New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/ 
